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I. In the Greatneſs of the Sin that caus'd it. 

WY s In the Grievoulneſs of the Puniſhmeat inflicted 
or it. 

ITT. The Honour of D:vine Goodneſs, in permit- 
| ting the one; and of Divine Jultice, in inflicting 

| | theother, Vindicated. ſp 
r _ , | IV. Andlaſtly, Some Inferences relating to Pra- 

7 ice, deducted trom it. 
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2 | Ga that walk in Pride, God is able to abaſe, Dan. 4- 37. 
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To the Reverend, and Right 
Worſhipful Jobs Sudbury, Do- : 
ctor in Divinity , Dean of i 
Durham, and one of His Maje=- | 
ſties Chaplains in Ordinary. 


-Sir, 
rom H E Great Philoſopher tells as, that we , _., 4, 
bring along with our Birth, a* defire of dren r5dfol 
Knowledge, whoſe Embryo, or imper- :yyvmi rake 
felt Fetus ( as it were,) is by Specula- - rar 
tion (as we grow wp in years) form'd into | 
the perfeit lineamentr and proportions. thereof 
_ Which, as it improves the mind, though buB*in queſt af- | 
ter the nature of the meaneſt Creature, the ſmalleſt 1 
Inſet ; yet, it is always accompanied with what renders 
Speculation and Study (things otherwiſe weariſome to 
Fleſh and Spirit) very delightful and pleaſant. Nay, 
often drverts the natural Appetite or Defire from its 
neceſſary Food, and Refreſhment : Methinks *$,,, 5 
T have found it; and, Concluſum eft contra Mani- 
chxos ſpeaks no leſs: And therefore the more ſub- 
lime that the Objeft is, the more ſublimated muſt the 
Pleaſure be, that ſprings from the Speculation of it. 
$0 that the Contemplation of the State and Condition 
T' . . ff Angels before the fall, hath , concomitaiit to it , . 
Suth ſatisfattion and pleaſure, as makes the neareſt 2 


1 neon? to that, which flows from the Theory of **. . 
'f- - God himſelf ; whether we confider em in their —_ | 
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as Dedication. 

ral and perſonal endowments, as Individuals : Or, as 
they are the-moſt Sacred, Aſſociated Members of the 
(a) Heb.12.23. Glorious Aﬀſembly of the firſt born; (a) Or, as they are 
the moſt officious Miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth with 
* Hence called, Power and Authority from above * (b) to miniſter un- 
AwTY3 to them, who ſhall be heirs of Salvation. 7x each 
0D) Heb, x. alt. reſpett we may behold them with a pleaſant Eye, and 
think on them with joyful Hearts. For their perfe- 
Hions preſent us with the moſt reſulgent, and 

brighteſt diſplays of Divine Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs. Their underſtandings "ou comprehenſrue of 

the greateſt Truth, nay, capable to behold ( without a 

watezſh Fye, which no Mortals can do) the brighteſt 

| exhibitions, manifeſtations thereof ; for they could be- 
Al 4 Sta v7 bold I5 the face of God in Glory, Their Wills be- 
I p63 5 ing of ſuch reflitude, and uprightneſs, that the 
ir vearois chiefeſt good (God himſelf) was then their only. delight ; 
by t. Mate1S. nd their Aﬀettions were then ſo ſweetly compos'd aud 
regulated with Serenity and Calmmeſs, (like the Hea- 

vens, which the Angels inhabited) that they could be 

affefled with nothing, but the Emanations of a pure 

Love, unmix'd Joy ; and,with what did minutely raiſe 

their Admirations, new diſcoveries of the Eſſence or 

Being of God. Which, when we ſeriouſly ponder and 

meditate on, cannot "but | diffuſe within us a mighty 

Pleaſure and Delight : If again we confider them, as 

conſociated in a bleſſed Commmunity , in which we may 
conceive them not diſputing ( like Zebede's Sons or. 

Children, St, Matth. 26. »1. for Superiority, nor 
ambitioully coveting the higheſt Dignity) but -maſt 2ea+ 

louſly affet ing, who ſhould firſt execute the Commands 
and Pleaſure of his Heavenly Soveraign. Hence, by 
4 ©. -.. - Se..Clement, they are Ppropeſed to. 
">. 2 Jager S: "7 the Corinthiafis, as the moſt remarks- 
Sriuam  dvrs Menuye: ble Mftances of Obedience : by our: Savi- 


} 


The Dedication. | 
our (d) (int that Petition, thy will be 9 mpicime. And Clem, E- 
oo a Earth, asit is in Heaven by r Fa Xe prone jon 
the Holy Angels) as the fitteſt Prefi- — Dei faciunt, Lad, de 
dents for our imitating of them in WO nr RT 
the like prattice of duty, and ſubmiſſroe- 
neſs. And the Pſalmiſt charatteriſeth them by it. * Ye * ?ſul103-20, 
his Angels, that do his Commands. No jarrings 
could then be heard amongſt theſe morning Stars, | 
theſe Sons of God, when they ſhouted for Foy (e) but (e) Job. 38. 7+ 
ſuch as rendered their Conſort (the Muſick of the Elea- 
wvens) moſt raviſhing, which was indeed the true and 
W ſubſtantial harmony of the Spheres ; that of Ariſto- 
' tle's being but Light and Aery, which he imagined (to 
have F093, in his ſolid Orbs. How can then ſuch An» 
gelical ſtrains, ſuch Celeſtial Harmony, ſuch Spiritu- 
al conſort but moſt ſenſibly affett us? Cannot theſe 
raiſe our Spirits , excite our Delight, and fill as with 
wonderful and ſurpaſſing Joys, in our Contemplations of 
them? For though we might not be better d by their 
Nataral or Eſſential perfeftions, more than to admire 
them, and fincerely to bleſs and praiſe God, ( the Au- 
thor and Giver of them:) And though their Joys are 
fo ſublime and ſpiritaat, that only a ſtate of abſo- 
lute perfettion, is capable of a full enjoyment of them - 
So that imbodied Spirits (as ours are) cannot engroſs 
the one, nor ſublimate the other into an extratt of 
delight, yet the meditation of both doth miniſter a 
mighty Pleaſure to Contemplative Souls ; which cannot 
but be greatly inhanc'd, if, Thirdly and laſtly, we con- 
fider. them as Miniſtring Spirits, Chraigy Meſſengers ; 
(their Names * import no leſs) in their 0 oonloufoae Sp F 
and readineſs to 7 af all; © and - theſe the beſt of Offices es com 
for us : As an Angel did, when he wing d from Flea- Giare Heſjch. 
veu that ſurprizing, Meſſage, ( to" the bleſſed Virgin) 
(f) Fear not,. the Powgr of the moſt high thall /#: 5+ *- 
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The Dedication. 

over-ſhadow thee. As another did, when he declar'd 

" Chriſt's Birth, exhibition of his Incarnation, became 

(8 $:.Luke. 2. the firſt Evangeliſt of | the good tidings (g ) of the 

a greateſt Foy ; as a whole Chorus did, when celebrated 

Chriſt's Natalitia, Birth day , with Gloria Patri 

in excelfis, i. e. Glory |to God in the higheſt, 4s 

| when they miniſtred to Our Saviour in his Agony in 

(h)*4 Lute 22+ pe Garden, (Ih) became Guardian Angels to his Body, 

**$t. Fob. 20, when in its Sepulchre, in its Tomb. (1) As an Angel 

13, did, who declared and publiſhed Chrift being riſen 

from the Dead: (k) Ard as a whole Quire of Angels 

did, when they aſcended up on high with Chriſt, when 

he led Captivity Captive, Sin, Satan, Death, and the 

Grave, and ſung his Epinicion , triumphant Song over 

all theſe, with, Be ye open, ye everlaſting doors, 

()7/:24 919+ that the King of Glory may enter in: (1) he Care 

of our welfare and happineſs, being delegated to them, as 

their pecaliar Province or Task : So Juſtin Martin o4- 

| ſerves.\* Which Athenagoras con- 

* Thu wie -wy erledmer, 4 ceivd to be the only reaſon, why God 

wo ap hy ©. ain, of hou. created _ them. T: Hence * Origen 

xa. Juſt. Apel. p. 44- | calls them the inviſible Husbandmen, 

+rlw o (nempe) mejrmy i?! (out and ſet on purpoſe (as it were) to 
Ureus, 0 ON avis 7X7; a ; b . K 

"4520006, Athen Leger. p. 27 DING and Till in Chrifts Vineyard : 

| Aveximwy Yeweyav, 014g. conte Nay, ſa particularly are they concer« 

i fag apy >, 5 own. ed for our happineſs, that + this Fq- 

ela ror \mgavulvor Ty Oxto & ther brings them in, as Aſiſtants to 

nolws ivoout Do '”” our Devotions, in not ce to pray, 

LOT 912” % aured iWyoprs. Though ours, uot their n zes( for 

Urige cont. (iſ 1. Y. p- 400. they have none) requiring it : Which 

ſhould raiſe our Veneration of them, 

But not to a pitch Adoration, which ſome moſt wick 

edly have A rg of Praying to 


them, and fo dot and 1 
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ta them, «(as this very Father * aſſerts) both in re« * * 1 mw 6 
ſpelleghat God did forbid it, Rev. 19. 10. 22. g, tg 
Beſides, as this Father obſerves, they are as much wir Tims «+ _ 
indeared-to us, do as affettionately and as readi- PIs vt 
ly promote our good, when they are negleited by us, oy PRwess 7 
as if we daily offered up Sacrijices of Praiſes, and of £v7%, $6. lid. 
Prayers to them. For they are ſuch refined Spi- 2s | 
rits, (uot like thoſe groſſer ones, which, fome do fan- 
cy, feed on the. Pruits of the Air) that the 
richeſt Perfumes ,  ſweeteſs Incenſe that can. ariſe 
from Altars, cannot - recreate or refreſh, feed and 
nouriſh them.- So. that 'when we :confider them, thus 
ſenſibly and feelingly| affetted, and concerned for us - 
As if the Salvation, which they declar'd,, had been 
wrought''to have advanced their Nature, and not 
that of ours, which is much below, and inferior to 
 * theirs. When we confider ſuch an Heavenly | tem- 
| per, ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs was then the Grace and 
. Comelineſs of theſe firſt born of the Creation, and of 
Glory. How bleſſed then muſt their ſlate and con- 
dition be, when thef ſtood in the preſence of one 
infinitely wiſer . than Solomon, even in the preſence 
of that Holy God, who is the. fountain of all Wiſ- 
dom (m) being then immediately | taught. of God (m) $t Jam. 1. 
the Precepts and Principles thereof. The delight ri tka 
which flows from the Poetical fancies of the pleas Yulituira, _ 
fant walks , delightful groves, flowry banks , , fruit- 
fal Trees, and of the Fragrancy, Luſciouſneſs of the 
Fruit which grows thereon ; Of the ſwift Cur- 
rents, pellucid ſtreams, of the muſical Harmony a- 
rifiug from the pebbles therein; of the ſolitarineſs, 
and ſerenity of vital breathings of the circumambient 
Air, and of freſh Beauties, renewed every moment, 
to recreate and delight the Seafitive Appetite, in 
the Elyfiums, is but Aery and Tranſient , and avs 
ht ITY | a Lo the 
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the fancies that fo 
what ſprinos from the ſerious conſideration of mans 
Bleſſedneſs, in his flate of Innocency, is but Tadin , 
if compared with that ſubſtantial and ſablimated 
*h which overflows the Religions Soul, in its Me» 
dit :tions and Contemplations of the moſt Glorious and 


markable Inſtances and Indications above-named, 


raiſe our Joy into Tranſport, and Ecftacy. But 
alas ! bow are there of, theſe mighty ones fal- 
len in, -nay, fallen from, their Heavenly places ? 
How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, 
# (p) 14.14.12. Son 0: the morning ? (n) How are they become 
chang'd in their Nature, as well as Offices by 
their fall> For the Angels, confirmd in Gogdneſs, 
8. Iuke rejoyce at the Comverfion of a Sinner, (0) which now 
Se 10» 
ones; but if he dyes an Impenitent, their greateſt 
Foy: When they were Angels of Light, we might 
have followed them, 'as fairkfa] Guides ( illumina- 
| #porenaye ting Minifters, as St. Barnabas * calls them) to 
"A YAM s Bliſs and Glory, But now, when they appear But 
Edit, Voſ. with the reſemblance of ſuch, it's to ſeduce us into 
"the Precipices of Perdition and Deſtruftion, it being 
as pen _ Fatneſs to- their Pig wy his 
ES main &fs and employ (he going about dayly, nay, 
| Cp): SEPH. 5* pourly) to atk on, a FO. «s. (p) 5 db 4 
| Rev.g11, #s called, the Deſtroyer, But no wonder, it ſhould 
Srover. 0 be thus with theſe Apoſtate Spirits, for it befell 
- | De-Cotes Them, what the f ingeyious Philoſopher obſerves 
de Princ, & de might happen to the forming of Comets (Blazing 
Meteor. & Starrs) Viz: they receding from God, the * Fountain 
* ſore. Of light , 'become * ſwallowed up" in atter darkneſs : 
wherein (like blazing flars) they appear, not only 
| ©, _ fo 
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ig4 them, but imaginavy , Nay; 


Bleſſed State of Angels before the fall, The re-- 
of their having once ſo dearly loved us, ſhould 


becomes the great grief and trouble of the fallen 


act 


EF FIT. 
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portend, but to projet? what's fatal, 
doms, Countries, and to Mankind, 


as St. *Auguſtin obſerves, & L. Vi- 


ves, in his Comments on him. For 
they are become the Principalities, 
the Powers, the Rulers of the 
darkneſs of this World, which war 
axainſt us, the Spiritual Wicked 
nelſes, 0r (wwied arwpara,) wicked Spi- 


ruinous to Kings 


* 1ftam inde dejefam in hoe 
acreo cxlo tumulantem , Aug. de 
Civ. 1:b. 11.c. 33. Non eft pote- 
ftas, quz comparetur Diaboiice 
ſuper terram ; quantum ode. unt 
( ſpraking of Evil Spirits) quan- 
tum potſunt nocere fgaeretur, 31 
cenderent urbes, vaſterent agrus 
flumina, & Maria” in Region's | 


mi-teccnt, vencn2_cibis poculls 

ve diffandergnt, homines, be- 
ſtias rorquerent, ac interiwe- 
rent, Ub. 11+ 6 33- f+ 537- 


rits, in high places, , or tHleavenly 
(rol; imugarias) as the Apoſtle de- 
clares, Eph. 6. 12. Now fince ſuch 
are become not only wretched and - 
miſerable in themſelves; %ut (what is much to be 
lamented) moſt miſchievous to Mankind, .by what's 
paſt recovery, their Fall, Well may our | Aﬀedtion - 
- and Paſſion become chang'd with its Objef , ſorrow 
ſucceed in the place of "4 the Scene of our Ima- 
gination become hung with a mourning Black, whilſt 
wh look on the fall of Angels, in its ſable colours, 
with weeping Eyes, and atone the Funeral of their 
Felicity, with full Hearts. Whoſe deplorable ſtate 
and condition is (attempted to be) deſeribd in the 
; following Sermon. Which when Preached, though 
the Belivery might not command the Attention, ex 
cite the Dewotion, of moſt its Fea rers (which alas | 
the moſt excellent Sermons, how pathetically ſoever 
deliver d, ſeldome effet) yet it did not miſs altoge- 
ther of its defired end, on the minds of ſome, e- 
ſpecially on a moſt Learned Hearer thereef, whoſe 
Fadiciow Obſervation on part of the Reply * gave $., page" aus 
me the aſſurance (which was my great Tatisfaflion) rim * 
that the Seed ſown did not fall altogether on Bar- 
ren, but on ſuch Good ground, as not only brought 
forth what was profitable, even to the Sower him- 
2 | SS. - fe I, 0 
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© ſelf, but what hath miyiſtred an occafion of Prin- 
'& ting , what was then. Preached ; which I was the 
more inclin'd to do, in\ hopes that it might have 
the good hap, to be better under(tood (when Meta- 
phyſrcal, and Theological | Truths, are brought down 
to Senſe, preſented" to the Eye,) than, when it was 
but * curſorily delivered. And ſo by Gods Grace 
+ Segnids ir- may gain on more, to \become Proſelytes ts, to be- 


"us per lieve, the Truths then | declared, and to bemoan 


| res Quam que what miſchief Sin did once in Heaven ; as, alas / 


funt oculis  'j+ daily doth on Earth, even in our Holy Places, 
x 4 mw ” in our Churches, when at ſame time we cannot be 
Wer Horat profited by what becomes edifying to others ;. when 
' the wicked one, either fteals away our Attentive- 

neſs, from under Inſtruttion ; our Hearts from re- 

ceiving the good ſeed, or elſe choaks them with (what 

will prove pungent » and pricking in the other 

World) the Thorns, the |Carkings, and the Cares of 

this. The harſh, and-ſeugre Cenſures of which, I 

am once -more to underge, foreſeeing that 1 ſball lye 

under the. Imputation,. in being Guilty of ( what is. 
condemn'd, as abominable, in the following Sermon ; 

and, as that, which caus d the Angels fall) Pride and 

Vanity. In preſuming ty Print my Conceptions of 

fo great a. Truth, in fo mean a dreſs, as may neither 

take the Humour, nor camport with that Gallantry 

and Gayety of Wit, now.;in vogue. Which I am no 

further concern'd 40 take, notice of, than to pity iz, 

when what is ſerious cannot affett it ; and if it doth, 

_ it's only when a Levity of Spirit, and of Fancy goeth a- 

f | long with it, . For. I. am conſcious to my ſelf, (which 
Ge. to me is better than a. thouſand Witneſſes) that' as 
my Conceptions flow'd fram a profound, _ and moſt 
, humble apprehenſion of the inability of the Self-ſuffici- 
ency of the beſt of Creatures, to ſecure their. landing, 

either in Grace or Glory, without a Divine ſupport and. 
ſupply;: Soalſo that. 1 have no other deſign in. the pub. 
ER. A liſh 
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e Dedication. 

liſhing of them, than to ſecure firm and unſhaken my 
Readers Salvation, and my own, in that ſtage of Grace, 
wnto which it hath pleaſeF God to callus. And theres 
fore, though this be but as the Widows Mite, ca(t out 
of the whole and neceſſary ſulſtance, St. Mark 12. qz. 
(which T have colletted, gathered together) into the 
charitable Corbau, for the publick good : Which, whil'/t 
others that have gone before me in this Sutjett, have 
enriched out of their Treaſure * yer I hope 
( that in the great day of Retribution ) it may 


that Divine Goodneſs, which it doth vindicate. Which 


cellency. On theſe Reaſons therefore it is, (Honoured 
Sir) that I appear again in Print. And'it is allo on as 
weirhty ones, that I preſume once more to prefix (your 
Great Name) to another Dedication. Not only in that 
it's but juſt and equitable to offer up of - the following 
Flarveſt; to whom the firſt fruits hath been al 
ready Conſecrated ; and this the rather, im that the 
Harveſt (related toin the Tudgment to come, .which is 
infiſted on in the Sermon) is, That, ih which the Holy 
Avgels ſhall be the Reapers, St. Matth, 13. 41. To 
whoſe flate, and condition in Heaven, Tours ſeems e- 
minently to bear a reſemblance here on Earth, not only 
for the ſigleneſs of Tour ſtate, and adoru'd with the 
-Grace thereof, a Celibate' Continency, but alſo in re- 
"ſpeft" of Your moſt Penetrating and Piercing Tudg- 
- ment, in the clear diſcoveries of the greateſt Truths, 
*(/bort only of the Angelicaly in that it lyes.. ander 
i = the diſadvantage (from which theirs. is' freed) 7 being 
| ' embodyed. Not only(T Jay) "on this account, but aifo 
' ' im regardof the Dignity and E mwey-of thoſe things 
treated of in the following Diſcourſe, viz. Of the De-- 


teftion: 


oy. 


find acceptance at the haud of that Divine Fuſtise, of * Overplus of 

Learning, tx 
X A Ts TECLOVGU Les” 
F ſhould very groundleſly expeft, if I did bottom on r& > 
(what broke the neck of the Apoſtate Spirits Felicity oh ag | 
Pride; or on a vain conceit. of an intelleual ſuper-ex+ ers nn © 
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teftion of thoſe Wiles, and Windings , of t hoſe Infidi- 
®$. Len. E- 0s iufinuations (which $t. * Ignatius calls te; widess 
piſt. a Tral. 17 aegiat# Infidias Diabok, Sr. Paul, Eph. 6. 
La” _ 112. nts wibodvize, 7-6. The ffudied and contriv'd Plots 
. of the Devil to deceive, and to diſt roy us. Which no- 
{| ' thing, but the unwearied watchſulneſs and refined wiſ- 
1 dom of Juch dignified Perſons, as Tour ſelf, ( berng jet 
| apart to watch for the Salvation of Souls) can defeat 
1] and diſappeint. As alſo of the Vindication - of that 
'Þ C which hath, promiſed (what generally . hath 
'Þ been performed inall Ages) to Perſons of Tour mot Ho- 
; | nourable Order, Viz, to cloath her Prieſts with Salva- 
'2 tion, in its three moſt important. fignifications, VIZ. 
with Plenty, Proteflion, and with Vignity, as the 
* Dr. Barrows Learned Dr. * Barrow hath obſerved. And in 
Conlecrat9 that ir preſents you with the Vindication of the Ho 
_ nour of that Faſtice, which injoyns double Flonour to | 
be given to ſuch painful Labourers in Chriſts Vineyard, 
as Tou have evidenced Tour ſelf to have been. Theſe 
recommend the following Sermon to Tour protedion, 
and beſpeak Tour favourable acceptance of this Dedi- 
cation thereof. Though Divine Goodneſs, and Divine 
Fuſtice be ſuch mighty powerful things, as do rather 
| confer ſafety on, than ſland in need of any , defence 
| from, the beſt of Mew. Tet their being" publickly own'd, 
35 | in ſuch a degenerate Age as this, by Perſons that live 
| þ under the awful apprebenfions of the one, and under the 
3 endearments of the other, as Tour ſelf doth ;. their be- 
z? ing publickly own'd by ſuch , will give @ publick Cha» - 
rafter of the neceſſity, and advantageouſueſs, as well as 
of the excellency of detefling the Stratagems of Satan, * 
of Ws that eat Intereſt he hath already made in © 
the World ; and of vindicating the Zlonour of the Ju- - 
$ Bice of God, and of bis Goodueſe « But its the meanee | 
| x -of the management of the Diſcourſe it ſef, which I am 
| | | - 


to Apologize for, and to [icate Tour Candour in. 
Being very fenfible that what is delivered in it, may 
not paſs withall(if with any) for Demonſtrations ; nor 
the Reaſons offer a, with that ſtrength as to overthrow 
all oſt inate Gainſayers, or be approved of, as ſuiting 
the depth of the enquiry into the Original Sin, which 
caus'd the Angels fall; or be efteemed ſuch, as the Vin= 
dication of the Honour of Divine Goodneſs and Juſtice 
might require. Tet the fall of Angels being very myſte- 
rious, and two ſuch eminent Perfeflions in the Divine 
Nature or Eſſence, as Juſtice aud Goodneſs are , being. 
* moſt ſublime, and High : The darkneſs of the Myſtery 
 13/} (T hope) excuſe the Reaſons given, why they appear 
' But as Glimpſes to, tn the diſcovery of it ; and the height 
of the Perfeftions, will plead for the ſhortneſs of thoſe 
Shadows projefted from (in the Conceptions of) ihew : 
And allo, for my drawing , in this Dedication, the 
Flappineſs of the fallen Angels, which they once enjoyed, 
Comryz Gloriolz encircling their Heads, till Errour 
ferzed theſe, or ſo Eclipſed the refulgency and bright- 
weſs of thoſe. And indeed, their not landing long in 
happineſs, gave me not time enough to draw it to the 
Life , to the largeſt proportion. And the darkneſs, 
which doth now invelop them, fince their Apoſtacy, is tos 
thick for my weak Enes to penetrate,and ſo am forced to 
preſent it but with faint ſhadows,and ſome light colours. 
A skilful Artiſt's, a more ſpeculative Soul's Pencil can 
only ſet it, Sir , to Tour Great Judgment, with ſuch 
palpableneſs and affrightingneſs, as will beſt ſuit with, 
and correſpond to the grievouſneſs of the Sin,that caus'd 
#t, Degeneracy of the Nature in it, and to the De-_ 
. Jpondencyof Friends and Devils groaning under it. But” 
that I may not any longer interrupt, Sir, thoſe Sacred 
Hours and Minutes, which you have © Dedicated to 
Devotion ; I have only 10 add, That long may you live 
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E” an Honour and Grace to this famous Church of En 
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Wiſe and Powerful Watchman to diſcover, and 10 


verſary of Souls, that Tow may yet live to £4mn 
many Proſelytes to Chriſtianity, ro. the overthrowIng 


the Principalities of Darkneſs, and of Idolaty. That 


Piety may ever flouriſh in Tour Praftices, Holineſs bloſe 
ſom forth in its Beauties, diſplaying themſelves in 
Tour "Religious Converſation, . That Tour. Name 
way be famous on the Records of time to. all Poſterity, 
and that it may. be found Regiſtred in the Book of Life, 
ſtudded with Additional rayes of Glory , amongſt the 
Names of thoſe wiſe ones, who have Converted many from - 
Sin unto Righteouſneſs, to ſhine forth like the bright: 
weſs of the Sun, to an ever Bleſſed Eternity, us the 
fincere Defire, and Hearty Prayer of, 


._ : ily. 
Balmbrough, May d ? 
29, 1684. Your Worſhips true Admirer, 
and moſt Devoted Servant, 


Tho. Daviſon. 
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For if God ſpared mt the Angels that finned, 
but caſt them down to Hell, and delivered 
them into Chains of Darkneſs to be reſerved 
unto Judgment. 


HE Author of this Epiftle, and Apoſtle of 
the Circumciſion, St. Peter, knowing that 
as there were falſe Prophets amongit the 
Iſraclites, fo there would ariſe up falfe 
Doctors and Teachers amongſt the Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe Wolfiſh inward Ravenings, 

being cover'd with the foftneſs of the Sheeps Cloathing, 
would Prey on many in ChriſPs Fold, by ſeducing of their 
Intelleftuals, or debauching of - their Morals : That, by Mp 
teaching them deſtruftive, damnable * DoCtrines, ſuch + a;,1,ou &: 
as this, viz. That it was conſiſtent with the Salvation of aces. 
the Soul, for the ſafety of the Body, in times of Perſecu- 
tion,even todeny the Lord that bought them, v. 1. This, 
is gratifying of Senſuality, living- in uncleanneſs (things 
mighty vlentig to, and prevailing over Flcſh and Blood,) 
as appears from v. 24. Where ſeveral Copies read * 7%; « 5, 04, Tet. 
eooxytian, laſcivious, for d@wwwerx pernicious Dottrines z 
and that the PraCtice of ſuch Impurities, was co-herent with, 
and agrecable to the Profeſſion of Purity, and of Holi- 
neſs. Such unchriſtian Doftrines, and beſtial uncteanneſ- 
ſes, were Taught and Prattis'd by the Gnoft:ck Chriſtians, 
who having corrupt Nature to work upon, and making 
uſe of the ſlye Infinuations of fair Speeches to ſer off both ; 
- He foretels, they ſhould prevail (as they did) on too too 
many to believe their Heretical Doctrines, - and to fol- 
ow their Vicious Practices ; to the diſgrace of Chriftia- 
ty, by reaſon of whom the ways of Truth Ne-Yo 
43-7 cy 
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. Apoſtle not only forewarns the Hebrew Chriſtians to whom 
he writes theſe Epiſtles, that they might be fore-armed 
both againſt the unſoundneſs of the DoCtrines, and agai 

the corruptneſs of the Manners of ſuch falſe Teachers ; 
but alſo to prevent their being impos*d on, prepoſſeſs'd 
with an Opinion, that is both groundleſs and graceleſs, 
yet moſt prevailing amongſt Wicked Men, viz. Becanſe 
ſentence againſt an cul  , is not ſpeedily executed, therefore 
the hearts of the ſcns of Men are fully bent in them to do 
ezul, Eccleſ. 8.11, They taking an occaſion (from Gods 
forbearing to Puniſh) of their preſuming to commit 
Sin. Whereas he aſſures theſe Jewiſh Projclytes, that it 
was a deluſion, only embrac?'d by ſuth as were given 0- 
ver to believe Lies: For whillt God is whetting of his 
Sword of Juſtice, it's that it may cut with the keener edge, 
_ and the longer he's in bringing the blow about, it's 
to bring it home with the greater force : Hence he tells 


$* 74545) <- them that there was a * ſudden Deſtruction did attend ſuch , 


falſe Teachers, v. 1/7. That their Damnation did not 


ds * lumber even in this State, v. 34. and that they ſhould 
s vv5d- be awaken'd by it, with the greateſt @nſternation. and 


amazement, in the other, v. 9. where they ſhould be 
reſery*d unto the day of Judgment to be puniſhed, And 
to confirm the Truth of thefe his Predictions againſt falſe 
Teachers, He evidently doth it by three famous In- 
ſtances of Gods appearing againſt the Wicked with ſe- 
vere Judgments. he firſt is Gods pouring out the Vi- 
als of his Wrath upon the People of the Old World, 
for their Debauchedneſs, when he ſwept. them away 
with a Deluge A fair Preſident for an intemperate Age 
to take warning by : Another of the hotneſs of his Wrath 
againſt the Sodomutes, which the heats of their Inceſtuous 
Luſts had fo kindled, that it/burgt down their Habitati- 
ons to Aſhes; as if their Sin (like a Plague) had ſo crept 
into their Walls, that nothing could cleanſe them, but the 
Flames that did conſume them : And the third is ſet forth 
in the Text ; How Pride broke the Neck of the fallen An- 
gels Felicity ; how of being fixe@Stars in the Firmament 
of Glory, 4 are (by. it) | become fallen 'Ones: And - 


hoy, inſtead of moving in Regions of Light, ws eftheir 


» 


being Angels thereof, they are now become the wander- 
ing, and affrighting Ghoſts of utter darkneſs, under the 
Chains of which they are reſery'd unto Judgment, as is 
expreſ&d in the Text. | 
For the better underſtanding of which, I ſhall ſpeak to 
theſe four things. | 
Firſt, Shew the greatneſs of the Sin, that caus'd the An- 
els Fall. | 
Secondly, The grievouſneſs of the Puniſhment inflit- 
ed for it. | 
\ Thirdly, Shew how the Honour of Divine Goodneſs in 
the permitting of the one, and of Divine Juſtice in in- 
flicting of the othegy is vindicated. 
Fourthly, Speak to ſome lafercnces, relating to Praftices 
deduted from it. | 
Firſt, As to the greatneſs of the Sin, I ſhall conſider 


it 
Firſt, In it ſelf. Secondly, In its Circumſtances, Thirdly, 
In its Concomitants or inſeparable Companions. 

Firſt, As for their Sin, Is generally. conceiv'd to have 
been Pride; their over-valuing, too highly elteeming thoſe 
perfeftions, which they had receiv*d from Heavens Boun- 
» Ty; their being too fond on what were but l-nt ro them ; 
their doting on them, as their only darlings and peculiars 
their ſaying (as it were) within themſelves like Neb- 
chadnezzar, Dan.4.30. in the height and haughtineſs of their 
Spirits , Are not theſe the perfeftions, which we have 
raiz?d ? Arenot they preſerv?d by the might of our Power ? 
Are not they eſtabliſh and ſecur'd by our own ſtrength, 
for the Honour of our Majelties ? Is there any (within 
theſe Domintons) equal to us? Are there any Gods belides 
us, or above us, to be Worſhipped and Adored by us ? 
Pride repreſenting their PerfeCtions (tho? they bore not 
the proportion of a Point) as commenſurate to thoſe 
infinite ones that are in God - It magnifying what was 
' Iimiced and finite in them, into an incomprehenſible Mag- - 
nitude and Bigneſs: By which they became ſo intoxica- 
ted in their Underſtandings, that they could not ſtand 
firm in by rny mug above ; they could not keep thei 
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 - >» fulnefs, that they did not ſo much as know him for a 
; ' time that made them-. And when they came to them- 
ſelves, and had the ſenſe of his Deity ſo awaken'd in them, 
25 to.own him; even then they deſpis'd and diſdain'd to 
think, that he ſhould be.infinitely better than, and ſuperi- 
our to. them. Tho? the free communication of Divine 
Goodneſs, the unconſtrain'd iſſuings forth of Divine Grace , 
the All-wiſe contrivance of infinite Wiſdom, - and the 
Emanations of All-mighty Power did conſpire, and con- 
cur t6 the bringing theſe Fallen Angels out of a State 
of Nothing ; nay, to-the exalting of them into a State 
_ of Glory; yet they made no other returns tothe bounds 
lefs Liberality of Heayen, than thoſe baſe and ungrate- 
ful ones of contempt and ſcorn. _FAF, whereas their Per- 
fetions being but limited, | ſhould tave humbled them ; 
and being but borrowed, ſhould have oblig*d them beyond 
expreſſion: In lien thereof, their Ingratitude was as great 
as thoſe ſurpaſſing Excellencies were Glorious, which 
*De Regnocum God had beſtowed on them. For, they * contended with 
_ gue” God about the Soveraignty! of Heaven ; they would have 
cop Fs bs divided what by Right'of Creation did ſolely belong un- 
W 22tem peſ.5o- to him entire and whole, the Dominion and Rule there- 
| is adinirei, ex of ; and they would haye been half Sharers, if not ſole 
| gw 4 v:d; 10- Engroflers of its Felicity. Tho? they were advanc'd to thoſe 
Vn —__ high and moſt honourable Digatties, v4. of bein 
'Fs 6: ©. 11. Thrones, Principalities, and Powers, Colol. 1. v. 16. Y 
|  Diviſumcan their being Thrones did not ſatisfie them; nothing bur 
| 7-ve jperium their being ſer thereon 'as the only Kings thereof, could 
| _ 2 <—_ do it : Nor their being Principalities, unleſs they were 
| 2 i. {= the only Princes; nor their, being ſimply Powers, if they 
were not the Almighties. So valnly did they affect the. 
higheſt pitch ofperfections'In the midſt of theſe their ſwel- 
ling boundleſs Thoughts, were thoſe of their Subordina- 
tion to God, ſunk and drown'd, the Tevity of their tow- 
ring Imaginations, ſwimming and floating at top. For, 
as the moſt Judicions Mr. #fooker obſerves, * ,, the rt» 
flex of their Underſtanding, and being beld with Adiniration 
of therr own Sublimity, 4, Honour, the memory of their Sabor-. - 
ms ro God, and y on him, mat bf 5y this conceit. 
ow effronting then mult it be to the Divine- Majeſty, 
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Subjects, theſe his unnatural Sons (for in all theſe Rela- 

tions, the Apoſtate Angels ſtood to God Almighty) con- 
tended for his Heavenly Crown, and this under by moſt 

endearing Obligations to them. For them to become Corf- 


petitors: for what they had noright to;3- na 
able of (4 parte ante.) his uncreated, and 


, Were not ca- 
tial Glory; 


hat Majeſty could brook it ? Would not Meeknels it 


ſelf be enrag*d at it? How daring to, and 


of 


Ne, (for which they are ſgredly chang ith folly} # 
rits, (for w are de y wi ) 74618; 
aj being bur Rivuletrs flowing from, they ſwell'd 
as if they. themſelves had been the Fountain - Divine 
Wiſdom? How did thehflight, nay, deſign*d to have ſlur'd 


Holineſs it ſelf, when what 
they were become by 


als was unclean and unholy (ſuch 
elf Pride) would vye with it for 


Spotleſneſs and Purity 7 ? How en raging then muſt it be 


to a Jealous God, when the be 


his Creatures be- 


come ſo vile and degenerate, as to rival with him, for his 
Eternal Honour and H yr ? To become enamour'd on- 
' 


ly with their Pain 


borrowed Complexion, (drawn 


by Heavens Pencil on the Face of their Beings) in contempt 
= ſlight of his Intrinſecal, Eſſential Holineſs and Beau- 
ty, which is altogether Lovely? "What Sin then could be 

ter ? What Sin could be mo bo oqvyry to Gods Ho- 


y Spirit,than this of Pride that ca 
that it was the principal and their peculiar 
ſin, is not. only: evident from St. Auguſtin, * 
and Fiarg boon 4 omg bein So this' O- 

n thoug #5 to croſs Aquinas de- 
Ly itz - but alſo from what is' preſer- 
vative or expreſlive of the common Senſe 
of Mankind, wz. that Proverbial ſaying, 
As proud as the Devil : Which 1 am fure duc 


prevalency of a Phulantia, ſelf- 
theſe Wicked nel caiggy in-this * lapſed 


) of Mens Bodies, which ſhoul 
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rat Je Scriptoram 
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ed the Angels fall?And 


* Cauſa miſerie malsram Angelo- 
rum guid aliud, quam Superbia 
nuucupatur ? Aug. de ctv. lib. 12. 
of P-659. & 1i5,11.Cap. 33. ps 


* Scots no# placet precatum An» 


gelorum fag e 8 - hn eds 
ob id ſclum, gued Thome place 
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State, per Foy; __ wendy new even yet, one pride themſelves 
as we in the Goſpels t 

ch ſhould be the PT 

And their aſſuming to- emf Di 
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| Whith mary of the: unnatural and bloody (but moſt 
ſtrongly deinded) Parents amongſt the J/raehres did- rex- 

\ 4lly obey and: perform; when they caus'd their Seed, vie. 
E oat, pehthraegh theFire to bh the Idol God of 
es 


4 the 44 as we- read * they did for this purpoſe, for 
re " this very end; (which ſhews the height of their drigh in 
2Kings 23.10. their degenerate Stare); that the Name of God might be 
+ v. Ff. 106.37. prophan'd by it, Lev. 18,21. Nay, how did their Chief- 


They ſacrifced rain ſwell with Pride, when he would have tempted our 
on res «nd Saviour, (to-it)-with, Al eſe rhings-will 2, give thee, if 
Devils. thou wilt fall _down and worſhip me ?/ Matth. 4.9. Ang was 

it, not. a great -Inſtance* of the” Devils Pride, wheh he 

would be anly Worſhipped, (asg{ old he was) in, and un- 

der the form of a Serpent ; wiki 
* 5ec Drill, teſt miſchief to Mankind ? * But this: may ſuffice” as to 
orig. Sacr. p. the greatneſs of the ſin, (conſidered in- it felEP which cauſed 
G17» their Fall, I proceed to' the ſecond general, to-confider 

it in its Circumitances. 

Firſt, It was the friſt Sin that eyer was committed in the 
World. Not only in /pecie, viz, of Prond and Haughty 
Thoughts ; but of all other Sins of what kind ſoever, For 
it was not their deſfiring the advance to, of what their 
Natures might bez capable of; nor, their delighting in, 
what Excellencies God had beſtowed on. them ; but (as 
you have heard) their doting on them, as their Darlings, 

. as their only beloved; which became their Sin. The formality 
or eſſential ingredient of which conſiſted rather in converſio- 
ne ad ſemetipſos ; in their refleting on,and fondly admiring of 
themſelves, and their finite perfections, as St. Aug. obſerves 

* Se illiprefe- * than im averſione 4 Deo Creatore,as ſome have i in'd 

 rendo, id quod the principal conſtitnent of the firlt Sin to have conſiſted in. 
mew 92 = Which" earrics not; any-clear, and*convincing Evidence 

Aug. de civ, along with it, : For tho? its true, averſion, or turning from 

lib-x2: c. "6. God, oh aooodent NNE converſion, looking back 'up* 

P. 699. on themſelves; yet Averſion as ſuch could not- be (1 hnm- 

bly conceive) that which makes up the Nature of the firft 
Sinz for then the reflext a&ts of the Bleſſed Spirits m 


Heaven, evidencing themſclves in- the Contemplationsof 
their derivative: Perfections, which- muſt precede their 


thor aud giver of them; ans thoſe of « true Penitent 
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onEarth, by which he calls his Sins to emb 
ſorroweth for them, and repents of them , (which are 
always ſeconded with Gods ſpecial Grace). might-(lI 
concelve). lye: under 'an imputation ; and then it 
might: not. be ſafe , either to bleſs God for thoſe good 
things, which the Holy Angels and we. have receiy'd 
from himz or, to ſorrow for thoſe ill things which (a- 
las) we daily commit againſt him. Neither do [1 think 
| that the firſt Sin could be (what others have imagir'd ) 
Sacriledge. For, we cannot but conceive, that they muſt 
firſt aſſume Divine Honour to themſelves, ' before it be 
imagin*d that they woulds rob God of his; that they | 
muſt firſt think th rthy of what they aſſun'd, 
ere they could wrong "of - what was his peculiar 
# Glory and. Worſhip : "Wthat Sacriledge could not be 
+ the firſt Sin; ir being ſubſequent to, and that which did -Y 
reſult from it : And that Pride, which caufed the Angels 
fall, was before Adams tranſgreſſion in Paradiſe, (the 
Creation .of the Angels beihg not mentioned in the fix 
days work; and there being (even at this day) many a- 
ſt us; who will not believe any thing, but what is diferris 
verbss, exprelly declared" in holy Scripture) may raiſe the' 
doubt,which-the Serpent, a diſguifed Devil, the chief of the 
fallen Angels, who by way of eminency is called the | 
Wicked One, * and the Tempter,' tempting of our firſt « 5, 1. 4. | 
Parents, may reſolve, clear the doubt, quaſh the furmiſe x. 2. 4c. v. | 
and ſyppolition on-whichit is grounded. | 
--But not to miſpend time, and to abnſe my Readers 
patience by a frivolous enquiry, how long theſe fallen 
Angels continued in that Truth - from which they are 
' fallen; or Magiſterially determine of the day, and hour, 
or minute in which they did fall, theſe being Myſteries, 
which a too near, and too ſubtile enqyiry into, may. ra-' 
ther upbraid our curioſity, than give 
on, or improvement to our rational Faculties, which are 
at a lols 4n the reſearches after them ; as L£. Yes ob- ES. 
ſerves *:But leaving theſe hidden anddeepMyſteries to him,” ui _ 
to whomall things are naked'and bare,” what is reveal'd p,,. 19. os 
concerning them-triay inisfe'vs,- vie. the Devil fo' carly geje nocinus 
ſtood /\not-in"+the 'Troth *, may afcertain ous, that | 
theſe: fallen Angels abode was not long in els. 
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| "us, a ro ligious N thall 

* Ther 443 theſe deformities. For: LN was the firſt Fall ity * that dar'd 

O#;1 oimres 8" r@ confront the God | of Truth; [by it theſe. lapſed 
cog con w_ es oe 2d . the Truth of@gc : 
47 wnd-ud4e, Mipped 'd the Creatureg mar 

Ve, Rom. ' Cote for eve, as St; Pail Wgprelieth it, Rom. L 25. 

25- It was that which broke the Chain of Unity," by which 

| the Creature was molt firmly linked to its Creator : That, 

by which the fallen Angels tranſgreſled the Beſt and 

the Aatienteſt of Laws, vx. the Eternal; of that Law, 

which was eſtabliſht by the higheſt Authority,viz. God's ; 

of a Law. bottom'd -qn the greateſt Right, ro- wit, that 

of Creation; of a Law: that was molt ealy to have 

been. obſery'd, and moſt reaſonable to have been enjoyn'd, 

in their imitating of exemplary Goodneſs, their being 

Counſelled by Infinite Wiſdom, their being comforted by 

Heavenly Gracez their being commanded to love the 

Beauty of Holineſs ; to obey their Lawful Soveraign , 

to admire the wonderful and minutely manifeſtation of 

mn yrine re, Ons of the Bein of God himſelf diſ- 

Lan dank In fine, it . was aberration _ 

ative agreeable to their Lotellectual Faculties 

in its primary and princi ens their 

elfare and. Happineſs. em che Low 

.abe Þ nghag wry i wen cara ;, 
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them off from;being protetted by Almighty Ton 
Reid prided by one-Hing Wiſdom?! from Bing plmnont 
y Celeſtial Grace; from” being bleſſed? with everlaſting . 
lory : For it cut'them off from God; the- Fountain of -. _ 
all z by which they became the broken -Ciſterns; which _ 

leek'd, let out the Heavenly Grace; the extrattsof Glo- 

ry ; and the very Spirits of an ever bleſſed Life-andIm- 

mortality. Now we know, - that this circumſtance of 

its being the firſt Sin, doth crea heighten: the 

hainouſneſs of it: For: the firſt Tranſgreſſours of 

Law, fſeldome eſcape the ſtricteſt Juſtice, the: ſevereſt 

Puniſhments : Not only ig that they are: the firſt: that- af- 

front the Majeſty and-Authority, which - gives Sanction 

to'it; but alſo-in tit they become bad Preſidents-to 

others to do the'like. "Hence we * read of Adar?s being « gee. 3. 24. 

caſt ovt of the” Earthiy" Paradiſe, being the firſt that 

eat of the forbidden Fruit, which grew therein: Thet . 

the Man, tho? he gatherd but.( what was :neceſſa- 

ry for his Fire) Fuel, yet hewas ſton'd -to- death; - be- 

ing the firſt that tranſgreſſed what was-enjoywd, the 

ſtri&t obſervation 'of the Sabboth, Namb. 15. v, 31, 32. 

That Ananias and  Saphira, : being the firſt under the 

Evangelicf} Oeconomy, under the Goſpel, that defecrated 

(fair Preſidents to Sacrilegious: Perſons, to take warning 

by) what they had dedicated' to Holy | and Religious 

uſes, were ſtruck Dead, 'A#: 57. ver. 6. And for' this it 

was, that God, with the' moſt exemplary _ imagina- 

ble, caſt theſe Angels(they being: the-firlt. Tranſgreſſors 

of the Eternal Law) down from 'Heaven: to Hell; which 

ſhews- the- greatneſs of their Sin,” as it was the firſt that 

ever was committed. But, Wi = 

Secondly, Conſider we it, as it was a Sin, to which-they 

had no Temptation. This naturally and neceſlarily fol- 

lows from its being the firſt Sin; There was then no ſub- 

tle Serpent to deceive, to beguile them. Theſe fallen 
© Spirits having not as yet chang'd their Nature, and their” 
5 Alps: There was then no beloved Conſort, (as Eve 
"= ) "-was to 'Adem)to folicite their taſting of the forbidden 

+ --Frn | 


my 


t, which grew” in the Heavenly Paradiſe; they being 


"Spirits, as neirher narry,, wor are given 
ie 26; 34, 36. Neithery bad they as..yet _ 
EG 7 Ge Row 
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known the Pride of Life.; and therefore could not be 


pted, overcome with what had no Exiſtence in them, 
Concupiſcence, or the Luſts of the ſenſitive part : Nei» 
ther was there any ſpecious Apple to edge, to allure, 
or excite what was yet {uncorrupted in them, the A. 
nimal (as the Platroniff call it) Appetite. There was 
then now Power to aſlaylt, no Policy of Hell to circum- 
vent them; for they | themſelves (who are now the 
Wicked Principalities thereof, were yet unfallen, were 
yet in Heaven. There' was then nothing but God and 
Goodneſs, ſhining brightly about them, Purity and Ho- 
tineſs lodging within |them z and the Eternal Effluxes 
and Emanations of Glory hourly, every moment to 
tranſport and raviſh them : With the united Conſorts 
of their fellow Angels, (now confirm*d in Glory. and the 
breathings of Hallelujah's of Honour and Praiſe be given 
unto bjm that ſitteth in the higheſt Heavens ) could not but 
raiſe unto exſtacy. So that, Holineſs could not tempt 
them to become uncleap; Happineſs, to become miſera- 
ble ; nor Heavens condeſcention, (in Creating them ſuch 
Illuſtrions, Glorious Beings, as once they. were). to be- 
come Proud and Haughty : They could not be tempted 
of God, who cannot tempt,any: But asever$Perſon is, 


*57. $ew,1-13. (when he commits fin,*as St. Fares obſerves) * ſo. were 
vr Tis id they drawn away from an Eternal Rettitude and 
«s Grills; Uprightneſs, by. their awn Concypiſcence,, by a too much 
Graxouert. .enamour'd love of themſelves; by which God's All-wiſe, 


and moſt Gracious' Proviſions to ſecure their ſtanding, 
(his planting of them in the fertileſt Soil, his Hea- 
venly Paradiſe, enduing them with a moſt fructifying 
power, they being mighty in Power, to have excell'd 1n 
Goodneſs ; and watering them with the : Morning dews 
of Eternal Glory) became defeated, ; his expectatians 
fo fruſtrated, that when he came' (as it were) to ſeek 


$1. Me'. ax: Fruit, (like the Fig-Tree which our * Saviour curs'd) he 


IS 


.found them not only fruitleſs, but barren - Inſtead of 
yielding Grapes of goodneſs, of a ſweet and delightful 
reliſh, they brought forth ſower ones, which edg*d his 
Wrath and Fury againſt hem. For in ſtead of Hum1li- 
ty, they brought forth Pride; for Obedience, Rebellion ; 
for Praiſes, Prophanations of his Holy Name ; Reronr 


: 
Y 


- 
«* 
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and Folly had ſeizx*d their Underſtandings, in the Regions | 
of Light ; Pride and Vanity their Imaginations, under the 
moſt humbling Obligations ; Obſtinacy and Perverſneſs 
their Wills, under the moſt endearing diſtributions,Com- 
munications of Glory and Goodneſs. Which (as 1 conceive) 
could flow from noother Head, than their coveting (what 
of right did not belong unto them) Divine Honour, for 
their miſplacing their Delight and Choice on unfit Ob- 
jeds, for their Admiraion, viz. their finite and borrow. 
ed Pertections, and not fixing them ( as they ought to 
have done) on thoſe Infinite ones that are in God. 
From theſe heads mult that levity and lightneſs, (which 
turn'd them round in happineſs, that they ſtood not 
fix*d therein) proceed g#otherwiſe (to me) the Fall of An- 
gels is unaccountable. Bur, 
Thirdly, It was a fin committed againſt the greateſt 
Light: The Divine give us a perfe&t and compleat 
Notion of ſin in general, viz. that it is a Tranſgreſlion 
of the Law; * from whence St. Jame's Inference may * 5 auapria 
rationally be dedufted, viz. He that offends in one point, \vir e'vouie. 
55 guilty of all, i. e. Of the breach of that Obedience which 7% *+3: 4: 
is due to all: Not, that St. Fames may be conceiv*d Jon. 1, 2, 
to eſtabliſh that Stoical * Paradox, of aparity and, , ' ©; 
equality of ſins, of ſins being all of one ſize, of one propor- p;,aqoxis. 
tion : No, nothing is leſs ain'd at by the Apoſtle; 
becauſe, otherwiſe, an officious Lye or Equivocation, 
would be parallel to the moſt profligate Perjury; the 
taking of Gods Name in vain raſhly and ignorantly 
would become as horrid, as the moſt malicious deſignd 
Blaſphemy ; then a wanton thought would be as abomi- 
nable , as the neareſt (and that actually committed) 
Inceſt ; and that a revengeful nd malicious one (as Eſa 
entertain'd againſt Jacob, when he deſign*d to kill him) 
wonld be of as Criniſon a Dye. as theirs were, who aCtu- 
ally Crucified the Lord of Glory. Not only (I fay) be- 
cauſe theſe abſurdities would follow, (on the con- 
ceſſion of all ſins being alike (but alſo, becauſe it would 
contradit the Dotrine of Truth it ſelf, our Lord and 
Saviours, viz. He that did know his Maſters will, - and did 
it not, was to be beaten with more ſtripes, than be that did 
ot. St, Luke 12.47 And = St. Peters, viz. Jt had been 
EY PEE: : | 
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| from the holy Commandment, 2 Pet. 2, 21, 
which 1 mention not in the lcaſt ro comply with that un- 
ſafe and unſound diſtinCtion of Venial, and Mortal fins, ſo 
much in vogue with the Church of Rome, but to ſhew, that 
the aggravation of ſins may flow from their Circumftances, 
as this did, which caus'd the fall of Angels. For they 
having no innate Corruption to excite them, nor ontward 
Tempter to circumvent them in it, they lay not under thoſe 
diſadvantages, which Agam did for the one, and as his 
lapſed Poſterity doth for the other, when they commir ſin. 
For, we (his miſerable Off-ſpring ) are not only born with 
Pravities and Corruptions, P/al. 51. 5. but they ſo grow 
apace up with us, that Errors andFalfities are commonly 
the firſt things, that preſent themſelves ro our underſtand- 
ings, which doth focloud and darken them, that when we 
arrive at years of diſcretion, much pains muſt be taken, 
much time muſt be ſpent, (which often proves very weari- 
fometo Fleſh and Blood) and both muſt be ſeconded by the 
alliſtance of Gods Holy Spirit) ere we can well know, and 
underſtand Truths neceſſary. to be believ'd and prattis'd, 
in order to our Salvation. And therefore Satan, the great 
Adverſary of Souls, makes it his buſineſs, either to thic- 
ken the miſts of our Ignorance, that we may not behold 
(as to be taken with) [the Glories of Gods revealed 
Truths, as St. Paul declares ; Or, elſe deludes vs with the 


- Parhelias, Counterfeits thereof, under the diſguiſe of Hy- 


pocriſie. From which dangers to be enſnared in, to be 
tempted into, and diſadvantages to be overcome by, theſe 
fallen Spirits were exempted : For, their underſtandings be- 
ing (like theRegions aboye,whicly they inhabired )clear and 
unclouded, they being under the immediate influences, and 
diſplays of the greateſt Sclf-originated Truth, they could 
not ealily be (guilty of Soleciſms) ſoon overtaken with mi- 
ſtakes, when Truth was not to be deducted by Conſe- 
quences, (the occaſion of moſt of our Errors and Miſtakes) 
but was demonſtrable, nay, demonſtrated to them, by its 
immediate and firſt Prineiples z which they wandring ſo 
greatly from,and erring ſd groſly in, aſſures us, thet - A 
is much. truth in that trite and commen ſaying , None ſo 

| © : 


- 
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wot to have kyrown the way of righteouſneſs, than 
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neſs being as great an hindrance to the'embracing of Truth, | 
as the ſhutting of onr Eyes is, to the receiving any benefit. 
of Light (chBugh darted) from the brighteſt Sun. Im ſure 
its reported as the greateſt misfortune, (themſelves caug*d 
it) and as the heavieſt Judgment (their ſins deſerv'd it) 
ther did befall thoſe Fews , who had Eyes, but did nor, 
would not ſee, * they would not open them; lay aſide their * 4 they 
Prejadices to behold, and believe a Divinity working in, /tou!d beconver- 
and demonſtrating it {clf by thoſe Miracles, which our Sa- #4: nd 1 fould 
viour (whom, through perverſneſs, they rejected to be the are 
Meſſiah) wrought amongſt them : But theſe Apoſtate Spirits, s. nike Þ 1 by 
before their fall, were not given over by p:rmiſſion (occa- our Saviour, 
fioned by any antecedeng perverſeneſs, as that which hap- St-Mar. 13.14, 
pen'd to the Fews was ; neither was it ſent them by way of $79 2. 49. 
puniſhment to believe Lies; * for the blindneſs which + , Theſ.2. 11 
they contracted cannot properly be ſaid to have ſeiz'd on, "op 
nor, ſtrictly taken, conceiv*d to have been ſent them) they 
themſelves being the Authors or Effcients of ir. It being 
in two reſpects like that blindneſs, with which the Man 
was born, St. John 9.4. In that it was not for their own; 
for as yet they had not been guilty of any, nor for the ſins 
of another, theirs being the firſt ; but that God might be 
glorified /in the juit Condemnation of ſuch willing , wilful, 
and obſtinate Sinners, as theſe Angels were; as they be- 
came z which carrieth along with it the greateſt aggraya- 
tion of their Crime, for ſins committed willingly, and 
wilfully, againſt the greateſt Light, (as this, which caug'd 
the Angels fall was) are of the greatclt Size, and largeſt 
Magnitude. Hence we read, * that for ſuch there re- « yn. 14. 
mained -no Sacrifice, (intimating, that Heaven's Wrath 20, 31- 
would not eaſily be aton'd, appeag'd for them) buta certain Heb. 10. 26- 
fearful looking for (under the apprehenſions of which, it is, | 
that theſe Evil Spirits tremble) of Judgment, and of Fire- 
ry Indignation to come, St. Fam. 2. 19. Add we'to this, 
the conſideration of fins committed, (willingly and wilful- 
| ly, but in Gods moſt gracious preſence, ſignalized and ma- 

nifeſted by his extraordinary Power, and by his peculiar 
Love toa People; as he did to the /ſraclites at the Red-ſea, 
which he divided for their ſakes; made its Billows, (or 
Waves, as it were) become-asa Pavement: for them to walk 
on, to deliver them from the hardn'd Heart, and un- 
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bloody Phareob. How provokin g was 


When the Kingly Prophet brings God in cbmplaining, 
That they (amongſt whom he had fignalized his Power 
and Protection, and for whoſe ſakes he had wrought ſuch a 
wonderful deliverance) that they ſhould provoke him at the 
Red-ſea, even at the Red-ſea, How was the fierceneſs of his 
Wrath kindled againſt them ? More dreadful than that 
lorious appearance of his Heavenly Majeſty, (which causd 
ount S:na; toquake, when he gave the Law) when at the 
foot of the Mount (in his more immediate preſence) they 
became Deſpiſers and Taanſgreſlors of it, by worſhipping 


- the Golden Calf : For which God, became ſo incenſed, ſo 


enraged againſt them, that nothing could cool the hotneſs 
of his Fury, but their utter deſtructioh ; but the conſuming 
of them, (as Moſes molt lively deſcribes Heavens juſt indig- 
nation againſt them) Exod. 32.11, Let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot (become more intenſe) againſt this People 
to conſume them. And we know, that it was additional to 
Adams Tranſgreſlion, that he eat of the forbidden fruit in 
Paradiſe, the place of Gods peculiar preſence + But theſe 
ſins ſcarcely bare the proportion of a ſhadow (to this) whith 
was committed by theſe fallen Spirits. For it was a ſin 
perpetrated willingly wilfully, deliberately, and with 
delight and choice in God's molt glorious preſence, in Hea- 


_ ven, in the midſt of Glory. If they had been Devils, they 


could not then have ſo groſfsly and highly affronted the 
Heavenly Majeſty, for then, they could not have commit- 
ted {in under the immediate and brighteſt diſplays of his 
Glory; under the cleareſt illuminations of his Deity ; 
which ſets forth the greatneſs, and hainouſneſs of the fin, 
which cauſed their fall, as: conſidered in its Nature and 

Circumſtances; I proceed to ſhew, 
3+y, Its hainouſneſs in two of its unhappy brood, or off- 
ſpring,” wz. Envy and Malice, Pride, not enduring any 
Equ3l , much leſs Superior, would have no ſharers in, but 
would be ſole poſlefſor of whats Honourable, and worthy of 
Perfection and Excellency, at leaſt, of the Honour and 
Praiſe that is due unto them. For it appropriates often to 
It ſelf, what is not due unto it. And therefore when it 
ſees, and is ſenhble that another Perſon, or Being doth 
"£7 : thrive- 


thrive and proſper, is more fortunate and bleſſed than it © 
felf: Her teeming Womb ſwells with its unlucky brate 
Bratof Envy: Which looks upon the Aſfiuence and A- 
bundance, the Plenty and Opulency of anothers, with an - 
il Eye, thinks on ill with a * languiſhing Heart. + Thus * jryidus atee- 
envyous Ahab became ſick, pin'd inwardly, whilſt harmleſs rius rebus ma- 
Naboth ſucceeds in, and is lawfully poſleſgd of his Fathers creſcit opimis. 
Vineyard. Thus proud Hamarn becomes reſtleſs and unea- Not ſo much 
fie ro himſelf (repines and” languiſheth) under the Gran- — | 
deur and Greatneſs, under the Riches and Honours, with what another 
which he was loaden, (in the Perſian Court) whilſt Afor- enjoys. 

decat (its renowned in the Gate, * So miſchieyous a Paſſi- F fings 21- 4. 
onis Envy, that it wreeks the Subject, which doth ſupport ENS: 5- 1 
and cheriſh it, whilſt the Object that doth excite it, 1s not | 
in the leaſt hurc,or injur*d by-it,as that Acute and Religious 

T Father obſerves. For like the Spider, what it weaves, + Quid miſrius 
doth waſte and conſume the Bowels that ſpan it. So that invidia, bec ba- 
what the * deſpairing Lover ſaith of her ſelf, is applicable ** _ iavidie 
to Envy, viz, That ſhe forgeth thoſe Weapons that doth wo Me ons: 
- wound, kill, and deſtroy her. Hence the worſt of Ty- Jum. $t. Aug. 
rants (the Þ Sicil:ans I mean) abandon?d MatefaQtors to its de civit, 1. g. 
Delacerations and Tortures, as to the moſt exquiſite that © 14: P- 54%. 
c#h14d be invented. But when Pride ſees that all its efforts OO = 
by Envy are helpleſs and ineffeCtual, and apprehends that ;;, and ns oY 
power grows up with Plenty, ſo that ſhe dares'not any lon- &a meis. Ovid. 
ger aſſault the Object of her Envy, with what ſhe is ſenſi- Epilt. | 

Þle of, her own weakneſs, that Envy maynot fink into dif- F /=vi4ia ſcale 
pair, ſhe flies (t4n9#amn ad triarios) to the ſuccours of Hatred neem es 
and Malice ; though they tend not to diſperſe , but to = Bas q ved p 
creaſe her Fears; not to redreſs or relieve, but to accu-'Epift. |. 1. 
mulate, and aggravate her Troubles ; not to do any good 

to her {cIf, but all the miſchief ſhe can to others. Both 

which Paſſions arriv*d atthe higheſt pitch (tn this fin which 

caus'd the fall of Angels) they becoming the very Furies of 

the Fiends themſelves. For now God and Goodneſs 3, 

Mans Fidelity and Happineſs (the belt of beipgs, the belt 

.of things) are become their Objects, and they the yery 

worſt of Paſſions, when they become very become the (as 


now they are) the very nature of the worſt of Beings,Fiends, 
and Devils. For though God and Goodneſs be nor, but 


Evil, and its being miſchievous, the proper object of _ 
| tre: 


G 


| "> _ tredand Malice; yet God being arm'd with the greateſt * 
Re Power, and ſo can p08 oing laveRed with the. greateſt 

. and higheſt Juſtice, and fo will, moſt certainly puniſh (e-" 
verlaſtingly) theſe Proud, Enyiou and Malicious Spirits : 
Hence their . Rancour and Hatred againſt him, becomes 
molt deſperate and deviliſh : For, though they know their 
ſtrength is but weakneſs, .if it were to be try*d with the 
Almighties ; and that toattempt to deſtroy ( the utmoſt 
effort of Hatred againſt any thing) the Being of God, 
would be as vain, as for them to ellay to give him. one : 
Yet they moſt perfectly and intirely hate what beſpeaks 
his very Being, even the remains (O the height and impla- 
cableneſs of their Hatred !) of that Goodneſs, which will 
everlaſtingly ftick by them , whilſt they are Devils. For © 
they could be content to be deveſted of it, and to be 
Damn'd for ever, ſo that they could but obtain, their 
Malicious and Revengeful T<cmpers (in deſtroying) (on 
which is ſtampt God's Image) the Souls of Men, gratified, 
and glutted; their own Confe!lion declares no leis ; - Art 
thou come to torment us before our time, St. Matth.$, 29. From 
hence it doth evidently appear, that though they know 
they ſhall be wretched and miſerable, and this for ever, 
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yer their being ſuch, had not ſo much weight with them, 
was. not ſo much regarded by them,did not ſo deeply,and ſo 
ſenſibly aMlict and torment them, as the thoughts of -their 
* Sive quod ſu- being reſtrain'd, and * curÞ'd from aCting to the height of 
biram illis fuit Malice, as the worſt of Devils againſt Mankind did, And 


”_ va _—_ therefore both their Malice and Envy, are as much bent a- 


. ainſt Man, as againſt his Maker. How dothey Envy, to 

+ prog Think, that Man is ina condition (of which for they 
cogniti aſperue- are deprived) viz, of being Happy ? How do they hate 
reatar. Aug.de Man, when they leave no Stone ( though it cauſe them 
4 cen © ſweat) unturn'd, to cruſh (which is their ſweetneſs and plea- 
*Þ: 59% ſure) his Eternal Happineſs? Hence the Artifices and 
Temptationsof their Chieftain (that Grand adverſary of 

Souls) are ſuited to the prevailing Tempers and Inclinati- 
ons of Men : He baits his Hook with what he knows 

will be moſt catching. Thus he tempted Adam's Ambiti- 
ous mind, with a being likgainto God, Gen, 3. 5. Cain's 
Revengeful Temper, with the ſhedding of innocent A- 

bes Blood, Gen. 4. 8. Ahab"s Covetouſneſs with P's 
: : Y "IE L Ine- 


pong == 


Vinefard,'4 Rings 2115/2844 dM this with an enwearied + 

ains, «nd with a wonderful pleaſure 4 For he gorth: about 
ſeckeng whom he may devour,” as the *Apoltle declares, 1 Pee. - 
5-8. He ſlips no opportunity to deceive, to deſtroy us: 
No place being fo fecret, -or ſodark (he being the Prince 
of Darkneſs , and it'is under its Covyertures, that thoſe 
things, whereof it B ſhame to ſpeak, are committed) but 
he may be found there. 'His night-walks are very dange- 
rous. Its in the twilight that we find him with the ſtrange 
(Whoriſh Adultereſs} Woman, -forming her fair words, 
her flattering ſpeeches, 'and Aly infinuations, with which 
ſhe, inveigles the ſimple (the ſenſual- perſon ) to her unchaſt 
embraces, ' with, 7 have decked my bed with Tapeſtry, with 
covered work_, with fine linnen, Prov. 7. 16. I have ' perfumed 
ut with Myrrh, Aloes, ' and Cinnamon, v.27. The good man 
is from home, 60me let” ns five our-- ſelves with love ( the 
courtly appelfative for Luft wneel che morning. With which 
"the Senſualiſtbecame flattered into anfbubs 
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{© Purity, as Filthinefs and Uacl (which may be * 
| +6 conceiv'd to have been one of thoſe 0 fon, tom 
which David prays to be cleanſed, P/al. 19. 12. Though all 
other ſins defile , yet this (by way of Eminency 4s r7v ng 
the Soul. Not-to mention thoſe Illuſions, falfe Viſions, 
inward deluding Lights , with which many ample, and 
unwary, and too credulous. P are deceiv'd; when 
they take them to be the enlightaings of Gods Holy Spirit, 
the breakings in of that rr=e lghr, winch enleghineth every man 
coming into the World ,, St. Job. 1, 9. From whence have 
ſprung (as may be ſhewed: hereafter, if 'Gad. contiane Life 
and Health.) many falie Prophets (pretenders to: the Spirit 
in the ſucceeding Ages, and Generations of the World to 
this day)to the diſgraciig the Sacred Oracles.of the. Ho- 
ly Seriptures, to the invalidating of their Authority,and of 
bis Infallibilicy, who hath given them to be: a .Lanthorn to 
direct and-guide our ſteps ia the paths of: Pixty, and Holi- 
neſs, P/el. 119, 105. Thus, even inthe night;* this dil- 
guigd Avgcl of Light may-moſt eaſily deceive and dejude 
us; for-then he gets the greatelt advantage imaginable 
 _ _ - over us, which, it may be, few take notice..of. + For as 
6G po E the Chriſtian Philoſopher *.gbſtrves,. it is the time of the 
yu 14 -** Devils: triumph, ſocertain.js-he then of a.Conqueſt over 
Greco. Juſtini | 1 k 5 | 
ll MAuriyris operi- V8. Av allo Fuftin Marty himſelf takes; notice of, Reſp. ad 
| bur aneze. Sk Orthod, q.2.1.,p. 403. F Kar wir @-iopn nuts ind T4 buners 
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undecent Adts or Aftions may ted. 
whilſt we ſkepz which tho? they flow rather from the 
Infirmities of our Natures, than corruptions of 'our wills, 
(they being not voluntary ones, or in our power to-pre- 
yent) yet the uncleanneſs, which may ſtick 'to them, if 
not waſht off with penitential Tears, might be a bar 
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(as it appears, by his Solution * of the queltion, it" was « "; 
in his days) to Chriſtians from receiving the Holy Com- ah parks , 
munion. For theſe ſabſequent Atts, viz, to delight in R. 21. p. 403. 


what's handſome, and honourable; or to ſorrow for what $: 
" ts diſgraceful, and ſhameful, when preſeated to our Ima- 
ginations (whilſt we fleep) are Aus Inperats, within 
our Power toexert z which renders us accountable for them 
at the judgment to come- On theſe reaſons it comes to 
paſs, that the Devil is watchful and waking to tempt, 
to delude, to overcome us, in our fleeps. 'O then this 
onght to awaken, in every one of us, the greateſt wari- 
neſs and watchfulneſs over or precions Souls ſince they 
are not ſafe, ſecure even in our Repoſe, from becoming 
a Prey to this : Vigilant. devouring Zion! But can his 
Malice; or Hatred reach us ? can his ſubtilty circumvent us, 
when we are in Holy Ground ? Dare he uſe his Spells ; 
raiſe his Familiars, his Evil Spirits, when weare within 
our Sacred, and conſecrated Circles, viz. Our Religious 
places, Holy Churches ? Yes, alas! even there Sathar a 
pears (in theſe our Days too often,) as he did of old, 
| Fob, 1. 6. 2. 1. aq. the Sons and Daughters of men, 
' to deſecrate our Hallowed places, by prophaning our 
Praiſes, by peryerting our Prayers, and by polluting our 
Euchariſtical performances therein. Theſe are the ſad 
and direful eftefts of the Devils Malice and Hatred a- 
gainſt us, and all for- this very end, that, we (like him) 
might be undone for. ever, be-for ever depriv'd of Eter- 
nal Happineſs : Which ſers forth the greatneſs of the Sin, 
that. caus?d the fall of Angels, and conſequently the 
rievouſneſs of the puniſhment. inflicted for (or that is 
due unto) It: which is the = 
Second General to be ſpoke to, Indeed ſince it is a 
ſo hainous in its Nature; its circum- 
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» gels Fall, not from their Creation. -For Hell was prepa- 
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on 4atccording. to 
eir- Denierits, }-the- il. pack tors of it? -On theſe 
;Delinqueats ? Whoſe Chic tain's Garments: was dy%d 

and roPd. im the Blood of Precious and Immortal-: Souls, 

from the beginning, * v:z. bearing Date- from theſe An- 


red-for then 2s Devils: Sts Math,,2.5; 41. St; Foln, 8; 44; 
' (Whoſe Nature-ſuits beſt with ty' Regions of Darkneſs) 
and-not for then; as: they. were Angels. of Light ;*: For 
which the-Devil;; and::he--other te; SPIFU8S | are 
become . as- deſervedly- wretched 1d ,miſerable, a3 theiv 
State and condition is moſt lvely ang- ſenſibly: deſcrib'd 
to be by our Apolſtl: -in the words of :the:, Text. To 
which: L;ſhall £ 6. as they and jin.onder; -- 

-. Firſt, Jf »C xed-not ,, 4; 6-:did moſt aflittingly; 
and leverely pun them, as Grotins obſerves, ad Loewen ; 
and-is evident, -from their, being calt down from: Hea- 
ven; the place and Palace of. moſt I1loſtrious Mas- - 
nifeltations of the Divine Eſſence; of Gad's moſt Glas 
rious preſence ; 'of) the immediate ;communications-of Di- 
vine Goodnefs;; - of the unvaiPd. appearances of - his: Hos 
liaefs, end Purity z of.-the lea NIN of 
the Eternal Truth; of the Eternal Effluxes of Almigh- 
ty Power z - and of the - brighteſt diſplays of all per- 
feQtions, and.of Glory; From Heaven, where: the Righ- 
teons (after 'they [are-delivered from -the_ burden of this 
Fleſh,) are blefled 5 where the-Spirits of . Juſt -men: are 
perfected ;- and: the Angels, that kept their Stations; 
are in Glory -confirmed,: where | there is - no other. Sun, 
but that which. is inteYeftual, and. the Light thereof 
is; that of the Lamb. ; Rev, -24, po Where no other 
Voice, is to be ';heard ; but that of Melody; and; that 
Melody rais'd toa unraviſhing height, oppo os rene, 
Songs :-of thoſe, that come out: of. T ations: with 
their Garments dy*d in the Blood: of + wot rh but | 
now are arrai'd with white- Veſtmenits- (ſymnbolical of #|F 
their, Purit , andrefinednefs) from Heaven, once the place I 
of thei F FEED Happinefs;: From whence 
— Hell ;:a:place -as deſtitute. of 


where -cach 'Senſe is alfficted to extremity, v2. that of - 
Seeing,» with-'the Grallelt. and - Thickeſt Darkneſs, viz. 
Utrer Darkaeſs,. St. 24h. 25.30, That of Smelling, 
with the\moſt Offenſive. Sterich, and ſuffocating Steams 
of burning. Brimitone, kindled by the Divine Breathings 
Iſa, 30. lt : (Thence Hell is called the Lake of Brimſtone 
Rev.' 20, 110.): That of Touching, with the hotteſt Scor- 
chings of everlalting Burnings, St.. Math. 25., 41, That 
of Taſting, with . the. bittereſt Gall, and Warmwood , 
with the extreameſt Parchings of Thirſt, pinchings of 
Hanger. St. Zzke. 16. 24. And that of Hearing, with the 
uncomfortable founds, ungrateful noiſes of Hideous yells, 
of aflrighting Shrekes, and of the diſtrating Howling 
of deſpairing Spirits. This is the place, (the Lapled Spirits 
were caſt into) a place as diſmal, as their vilages (that 
are inhabitants of it) are affrighting, and dreadful. In 
which, they are 7Tng«wlro i. e. Referv'd,, under confine- 
ment.z3 not permitted to- walk at Large, at Liberty : 
Having already undergone a definitive ſentence of con- 
demnation , by which they are reſtraird of that gad- 
ding bumour, -of going about (directly oppoſite to that 
of our Saviours, Att. 10. 18, viz. to do-all the good ima» 
ginable, both to Souls and Bodies,) but theirs was to do 
all the miſchief they could to both, which doth mightily 
gall and fret them, as aboye declar*d; * For, by being 
reſtrain'd,. their Power is. weakmwd, their Hatred and 
Malice (againſt mankind) curb'd and check*d from aCting 
to the utmoſt of their Fury againſt us. As further appears 
by their being reſery'd under (Esga7s) Chaines, the com- 
mon badges of Notorious MalctaCtors ,, but then theirs 
are mightily differenced frogi thoſe, which are worn by 
Earthly Criminals: For theſe, at worſt, can but fretand 
gall the Fleſh; and are ſuch as Time, and Rult may eat 
off; and ſo caſe-the. Priſoners of their Loads, and of their 
pains: But thoſe, with which theſe falh Spirits are fet- 
ter'd, do-wound, what. ſhould be the tenderelt Parts in 
them, if they be not: (card )wa.. ' their Gonſcicaces, which 
renders the-weight- af their Chains. 1&6 ſypportable-: For 
4 wounded Spirit who: ot brr'2; Prov; 13; 4.: Beſides: the 
ftrongaſt idromey cannat. penetrate Them, cat wiigm of ; 
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(Intelleftnal ones) of theſe lapſed Spirits Minds, which 
cannot but fill them with the bittereſt tears ; hecome 
the perpetual Flowing Fountains or ſprings of their 
ſorrows; if they be not hardned under their. Infelicity, 
ineffable Miſery - For, their being ſenſible, that they 
were once Atigels of Light, (but now , that they are 
become the dreadful and: unpitied Friends of utter dark- 
neſs) cannot but encreaſe their Grief; fill up (to the brim ) 
the bitter notion of their Sorrows, when they recollett , 
call to mind, the tranſcendency of that Joy, of thoſe 
Delights, which they once enjoyn*d ; but have now loſk 
(without any hope of Recovery.)For there isa great Truth, 
I + prethins de IN What the * Chriſtian Philoſopher (his writings beſpeak 
I Conſel,Phileſep. him no leſs) declares: viz. miſerrimum eft infortumi genus, 
t fuiſſe felicem, it increaſeth Miſery , to have been (as 


= theſe Apoſtate Spirits once were) Bleſſed and Happy. 
j *St. Aug. de Which 1s Illuſtrated by what St. Auftine * obſerves of 
hit civit, the Grave Matron's, Blanchas Solution of the. Queſtion 
4 concerning the Syrens, or Mermaids weeping in Fair, 
but ſinging in Fowl Weather, becauſe (as ſhe reply'd) 
the raging Storms were ſomemhat Ro (RD 


leaſant days were over-caſt with "the Cloud mms 
om the Fears) of a following Foulneſs: So c e hope 
of being happy buoy*s us up in the midlt of the preſent 
Stormsand Tempeſts of our miſery ; but the fear of be- 
ing miſcrable abates, nay, imbittersthe Joys of our pre- 
ſent Happineſs. . On which accom t, theſe fallen Spirits 
are become moſt wretched and miſerable ; if we further 
conſider, that®pena ſenſus, as wellas peza damn, 5. ec. That 
the ſenſe of their Loſs, as wellas that of their Languiſhing, 
doth concenter and meet together in them, is, and 
be, molt quick and lively to afflict them. Otherwiſe, 
what means their trembling pnder the apprehenſions of a ' 
Judgment to come, St. Fam. 2. 19. The Devils tremble ? 
What means the crawling of that Worm which ſhall never 
die ? St. Mark. 9.46. If ir did not live, and ſtir moſt ſenſibly, 
and gnawingly within them ? What means weeping and 
wailing, in their ſtate of darkneſs? St, Math. 25. 3. Af all 
Tearscould be wip'd from their Eyes, all Sorrows from 
their Hearts, who have been the Principal Agents of all 
thoſe Sins and Wickedneſſes, which caus'd Hell to be pre- 
ared for them, and endleſs Miſery ? St. Matth. 25. 41. 
| though their fall broke the neck of. their Happineſs, 


yet it did not ſtupify, and deſtroy the ſenſe of then 

ry. | Their own Confeſſion declares no leſs ; Arr 128m 

* #0 torment us before our time? St. Matth, &. 29. Bulliggeither 
. Satan's falling like Lightnipg (St. Zuke 10. 18.) down 

from Heaven : Nor his (and the other Apoltate Spirits) be- 

. ing referv*d under Chains, and theſe the moſt & 

of utter darkneſs, doth expreſs his greateſt Feary 
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© * be F evpnarnd loi * St. Barnabas, and St. + Auguftin bach = 
* 76 mug. Barnats, Epift. Edit. * yery well obſerved: Which will become = 
Ts Dd. 445 os the 'greateſt bane to theſe Evil Spirits ; 
ab demnatione pujendi,, que tems. HAT Which will break their very Hearts ; 
pore Deemones in Inferno cobiben- and become the very worlt of their Infeli- 
dis, & vexaniis bominibus c:ſitu- licities, and Unhappinefſs - For then, what 
14 ſunt. Aug. de Civ. k 5.C- 23. St, John Prophecied (foretgld concerning 
rem, Laur. dela Barre ad Ter-  S:raris being bound for Definitive, De- 
Te - terminative time, viz. of 1000 years, 
* Biſhop Uber, Rev. 20. 3. Which the current of late * Interpreters un- 
Dr. Ham"oxd; derſtand of his Power being curbed, and abridged; evi- 
- th _ Mr. denCd and confirm'd by the great decay of Idolatry, ' arid 
rndige. by the growth and encreafe of Ciriſtianity, ' during that 
thouſand years) ſhall have its utmoſt Completion, viz. 
"That at the endrof the World, at the general Judgment , 
he, (that is) Saran ſhall never deceive the Nations, Kindred, 
or People any more. For then he ſhall be caſt into the bot-, 
tomlefs Pit of Hell, ſhat and ſealed up there everlaſtingly, 
Rev. 20. 10, 13, 144 15... | 
And this ſhall be moſt publickly and ſolemnly done, in 
the preſcnce of the greatelt Aſſtmbly, that ever was, or 
' ever ſhall be in Heaven , 'or on Earth, rmempe in conjpettu 
"Dei, Angelorum, amninmque ſantforum, i.e: In the prelence 
of the inoſt Holy God, the Righteous Judge of all the 
World ; in the ſEht of the Bleſſed Angels, and before the 
Faces of the Spirits of all Juſt Men, that ſhall be Perfect- 
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Devils, Se. Ade 9. 34- woext the, f Ivinity ( 
Pilgrimiz'd (as Tertnlban:elegantly* expreſſeth 
NCA REN HE! ind with all 
rid Villagies/and Abominations that. hay 

(lince the dateof their fall) in thovght, word,|-or 
All theſe ſhall be imputed a al ji Pen en ncd 
and Inſtigators of all. Al Then all, that were: either. 
tempted, or overcome by them, wry cnn: 


which hath rem Them) andite, "how with Þ apaſty "io 
Henne (which the very Eds of; usd'i in/time to 
»9thers molt ghting):)Viſages,” ithey..are” 
—_ bald from theit: diſmal Cells: tQA moſt dreadso 
Tribunal, \ Where-we thay conceive them, thus plead-! ' 
ing for themſelves, in barr of that Sentence of Eondem- 
x waajfN (under which they lye) from being Executed on 
Why. ( mm . Glorious Majeſty) 4s the hotteſt of py 
5 oY the of" thy Fury, the utmoſt. extremi | 
ſeverity of t __—_ thus kindled and enraged aghinſt: us w? 
That worſer torments, additional muſeries are reſerv'd for: us ? 
_ Thou knoweſt that we were (of the firſt born of thy Creatures) 
the pony of dignity, the Faine—+ inſtances of thy ſtrength, : 
of thy Almighty Power, and the very flower of the Creation. Of 
that order of Beings, ſo mighty in power, that one(thereof (at ny 
command) kilPd no \leſerban 185;thouſand, 2 Kings 19.35. 
one night, | Of that Adtivity and Nimbleneſs, of-'that: A- 
gility and Quickneſs for diſpatch, that (like Lightning) 
could in a moment wing thy gracious Embaſſies from 'Hea- 
ven (the Throne of thy Glory.) to: Earthz; the Foot-ſtoot | 
of thy. Mercy ;, and alfo thatthe illuſtriouſneſs of thy Mao 


jeſty appear'd, when it; mounted on, , and Tode upon the'® 5ee the pe. 
Wing _ a Cherub: Of that Order of Beings, of ſuch 4ication, 


| of, ception ,.  (bting pure Intelligences,) ' 
tone gl DN darted Tomy Ther, the = 

layed-with i:them a whole Sphere: af : 

GEcle if ntit ick, firſt; and : iminediate Prin- * 

there h. chey became tobe :Se- 
cretaryes q; as it were) of thy 5 on —_, WER 
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the Faith 


verlaſtingly torment us ? Beſides, (O Lord!) the three 
famous Ends IS 0 not anſwered in this ſtate. 
ear pa gov ment —— now, there -_ no 
tenders 0 e, no applications of it: No pardon : 
far the tdiolns on which its promiſed, viz. Roper: 
tance, cannot be performed,-there is now no deſiring of 
is 80 iwportunings no beſecching for it z gw 
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this great-day of J 


as flows from the direful, dreadful Effe&ts, which it 

produc'd, endlels wo, and everlaſting Miery. So that all 

theſe wicked ones taall' continu? limpenitents; (and we 

our ſelves, * Devils) forever. Nor, that other | 

of b:ing Examples to others, to prevent their * Us enim catbolicss Chyi 

being Split, (as we are) on the Rock of deſ- A579 iewrt rtum never 
ir : For lnſtances of thy Juſtice, Lot eb DE; Yates; Forms 
in for lin, in this Srate,) are 2a$ | © bs iflam in' Scciet1:em bono” um 

the Þriaith and bitter Tears of final' Impefii- Aigdorum #tcricr redi- 

tents are ineffe-tual and helpleſs to drain 74%: 5t- Anguft. de ci 


thoſe forrows, from- whence they flow. And we m—_ $ Xl. —Cap. 13 


ut to our unſupportable miſcries, with that of our 
Þolgy. For it would be infinitely better for us, not to 
have any Being at all, than to be thus for ever wretched, 
for ever miſerable; why then (O Lord?) did thy Holy 
Spirit i the Womb of Nothing ? Form us into 
pure intelligences ? Bring us into a ſtate, in which its 


iſery !- Or, why did 


Ul theſe ed $_toger 
> -and who-molt | no greſs'd thy 
 - Holy Commands z been difobedient to thy , will, 
| 08 m_ —_— hourly rebelPd mM thy Divine Ma- 


the 
yealy "Throne, 
, Forgiveneſs: 


..: offer. in reds nll fs in; let of en lþ em Ly 


' tence of condemnation; - (under which we ly) from being 
executed on us; in barr of thy Divine Jultice, triumphing 
e wors of the works of thy hands, 


To. the 3d. General. Vit To ſhew,, hoy <> 

Divine permittin 

_ Angels )andof C Lnvine: Jar, in Nneting the wa niſh- 
ment- due to -it, is vindicated. To. whom (with the moſt 
ſubmiſſive Reverence to the Divine Majeſty, may it be pre- 
ſum'd that) it my radar or to this If vp 'd, 

by the Righteous Judge ; world. ( 

ate Spirits, } that: then .of th rg ; 
ons z the m_- be prena of the yrs 

tude of your wills,) which you once were inveſted with) 
and oat) rg allyed nd go the ink and. higheſt Order 

of the C ,  Plead not for, but. againſt you.: An Ex- 


? Fs 


your Creation) to have paid all-homage -of Duty: and 
Obedience, of Honoar and Worſhip, and of Love and 
Aﬀection to. me, your Creator :+ but inſtead thereof, 
you would haveout-rival'd,: nay, robbed me (even in m 
moſt glorious preſence)of my Glory z- and molt yainl af. 
fected to have been (what I am) warſhipped and adored for 
Gods. W hat. elſe could have promp*eyou to become ſo un- 
grateful, and fo injurious tome ? Could my Cloathing you 
with ſingular perfeCtions diſoblige you ? Could my advan- 
ciag you to Glory debaſe you? Would nothing but the 
Sacreds of my Deity, my Diadem , my. imperial Glory, 
ſerve you ? By what Equity could you lay claim to it ? B 
what Right could you challenge it How were your "4 
nite PerfeCtions capable of it ? And ſince they were but 
borrowed from my Bounty, - muſt it not have been a moſt 
daring and. provoking Preſumption in youz. to aſpire to 
(what by an Eternal Right, belongs only due to me) my 
peculiar Honour and Worſhip, Renown and Glory ? And 
though ye pretend, that it was but one ſingle z yet (know) - 
that it hath been a moſt ſignalized fin, by its numerous 
. Viperous Off-ſpring, and Brood : For what. Atheiſticalneſs 
in Hearts? What Blaſphemies in Words? W hat molt hor- 
rid and: bloodieſt Villainies in Works, hath not imprinte4 
- on their brazen fronts, (as their blackeſt brand) their de-- 
ſtructive Parent, png or Pride, their darling, and 
- peculiar fin. {Ain of the firſt Magnitude, of-.the greateſt 
. ize, and of ſuch weight, as well as greatneſs, that it 
ſunck (though bur fingle) your Felicity down to Hell, and 
with its loads (its miſchievous and deviliſh brood} hath 
- made the Pit (unto which, ye wicked Spirits, and thoſe - 
- wretched Souls, that have been. deluded by you, ſhall be 
caſt ) become Hhottomleſs. What could fiipport the weight 
fecha) when united together::: If. Pride, : (that begot 
- them, when but ſingle.) became toa ponderous for the; Rat- 
ters of :the; Heavens to bear? And whereas. it's pleaded, 
that it was but a ſin, committed only in Thought +. Know, 
-\.that-the greater - was your: Infidelity and-Unbeliet,' the 
-» more: Inglorious, and Diſhonourable it, was to. my Deity, 
'" and Divinity, and; moſt: highly..reflective op, and under- 
valuidg tomine Omni CF wo Omniſciencyz/-/as if 


"Lad been (like thoſe falſe ye tv, 
> TTY 4 : inſpired 


Pid and one that þ or Sake 
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firſt bubblings up of yous ſpiritual and inward Vani- 
ty? W Ming (ye know) that it's only my Prerogative, not 
oly to be intimatcly preſent with all Beings, bur allo to 
be the only Scarcher (otherwiſe how ſhou!d 1 bave known 
your proud and preſumptive Thoughts ?) of Hcarts, ard 
Ail-&ions, : and-of the mgit ſecret workings of Souls, aud 
Spirits - And that it's my only peculiar, to be the puviſher 
ot the Iniquities thereof, as well (as it's ſolely in my pow- 
er) to chaitiſe and corrett for thoſe ſins, that are perpetra- 
ted by the miniſtration of the Body. _ And although 1t was 
bura fin committed, and-continued in, but a moment, yet 
how ſuccellively hath it expatiaced it ſelf? How hath it in- 
creas'd, lince the date of your Fall ? Since your firſt Apoſta- 
CY, even to this Gicat da » and general Judgment? For 
hath it not raiſed your Wickedneſs to an higher pitch, (ren- 
dred you worſer Devils) than you were in that very momen 
wherein you were proud to think of nothing more, than © 
beings as Gods? And albeit, that the ends R—_ 
Cen we 
expiring wi economy ct 
thoſe E * Sno Fay of my faithfulneſs to Rs Vin are 
not Antiquated ; they are now in their 
and Force. For by my Faithfulneſs Re it is, that 


rewards are diſpenſed to thoſe who improving 
woo have deſry'd them; MT 


ih) lory. And. 
it is Rea 
and ye your elves 


TE Ss 


TE IITEES 


ones, which you have-made tomy Divine Majeſty, for the.: 
free and undeſery'd Communications: of my Goodneſs; 
which ot of nothing, not only'made you ſomething ; bur © 
. rais?d you up to be Glorious , Know ye, that 
if ye had yetbeen Embryos in the Womb thereof; that 
not only the vileſt Worm (in your eſteem) the meaneſt 
of the Creatures (their perfeCftions being the liveries of 
my HY largeſſes; and of the Power, VViſdom, and 
Goodneſs of my Majeſty) would have been 'much berter , 
far thore excellent, than you ; butalſo, you. had never 
known nor enjoyed the perfeftions of a Life Spiritual; 
- Nor could have been ſharers in, ( as once you were) what's 
now the tranſports of your Fellow- ngels, the Joys of 
Heaven. Nay, if but the Perfections of the moſt deſpica- 
ble, and, by you, deſpiſed Creatures, had but been con- 
ferred on you, it had a Boon too big, for youto have 
been too thankful for. For when ye were nothing,could ye 
deſerve any thing, how mean ſoever ? How liberal then, 
ſhould your Gratitnde have been, in irs molt joyous return 
of moſt thankful acknowledgments, when you received the 
beſt and higheſt perfeftions, that any Creatures werecapa-' 
ble of ? So that, it was not your being brought out of a ſtate 
of nothing, and your being inveſted and indued with the 
choiceſt and rareſt Excellencies, that made you miſerable, 
bt your abuſing of them, your perverting the ends for 
which they were given you, viz, Of Glorifying, and of 
Enjoying me for ever.But in lieu thereof, you made me moſt 
diſingenious,and diſobliging returns,with ſupercilions looks, 
-with elation of Spirit, for all thoſe good, and moſt valu- 
able things, which you had receiv*d from me. And as to 
your. Complaint, for your not being Created immutable, 
and unchangable, in Goodneſ; and Glory. It's a moſt un- 
rtaſbnable and unjuſt, perulant, proud, and haughty one. 
So unreaſonable, that ir bears not the eaſt ſhadow ther<ol, 
carries not ſo much as the bare appearance of a reaſonable, 
or rational Conjetture for ir. For what could you deſerve, 
wh:n you had no Brings ? What Obligations then could 
you lay upon me; to give you the beſt ? What Comelinefs, 
or Defireableneſs was a_ when you had no form, to 
allare me to love and affet you ? What could then-be 
1% <> OR meri- 


grievons) day, And lnreturn to thoſe moſt: vngratefut - 


making Cups, (deſigned fo uſe of | 
ordinary men,) anding e; DIETS: of. Princes's Tables ? Or,, 

that the Clay cry, Rom.9,21. Why: haſt thou made me thus ? 

Or cry. out, "that: wrong is done - unto. it's Metal, bc- 

cauſe it's not- made, as laſting as Braſs; as durable as 

Marble ? Is there any ſhadow of Reaſon in; theſe Conm- 

plaints ? certainly not : Then much leſs in yours. For, 

you- were. not made of the courſeſt,; baſeſt Metal :: but of. 

the pureſt - Ore .dig*d 'out of the bowels of Nothing, _ 

ou were not created with the meaneſt, but with the 

ſt and higheſt perfeftions of Created Beings : But 

the unreaſonableneſs of your Complaint is heightned 

by' the unjuſtneſs of it. | For what wrong could , be done 

ou, when you had Right: to nothing? What could. 

detain'd from you ,| when ye could not lay claim 

to any thing ? Why then do you challenge Immutabili- 

| ty, and Unchangeableneſs in Glory and' Goodneſs as due 
6/4. paqrag 'm- unto you? Which neicher- my Power could effeft ; * nor 
7 + wraen ” my Bounty , or Goodneſs could beſtow : Neither, were , 
ture, as the YE (as Creatures) capable to receive, as conſiſtent with the 
Schoolmen de- State, which ye were created in. For, tho®-I be the freeſt 
termine, Then. undetermin'd Agent (in the world, ) both from com- 
"7 hy ee pullion and force; and! from any Fatal neceflity, in all 
- diſt. 5. 8. 3, My Aftions: Yet they are ſquared by the Erernel Rules of 
See th: mz3 Reaſon, and Equity: by the Councels of mine own Will,” 
Learned D:an Eph. 1, 11. $6 that. to thave-created you unchangeable. in. 
; A Pais Glory, and Goodneſs, I muſt have laid aſide the. An-, 
i >20te F* cientelt Models, and Plat-formes of Eternity, by. which” 
; you and all -other Beings, were form'd and created :. And. 
molt: (have been-put to the pains. ts) have erected, and 

ſet up new ones, zccording to yoar -Dranghts,. to your, 

Forms, Modes, atd Faſhions. And then I ſhould have be- 
come changeable: my ſelf, to have created you Immutable; 
T: | And 


SG T *: 
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dd you-Wiſer thai your Maker: * How inju- ot 
rious then, and vojuſt ?{ Nay, how deſtructive * Shall the thing formed. 
mould this have' been*ts: my Deity © or God- J-5 of ts Forner, be had? 
_—_ TT boy wouldthe Ih ge Te anSerfardirg, Iſa. ge 
arid mntual reſpects' of things have been ? How % g Gr; evident dns 
then would the Glory of eſe my Attributes, be gn ht — : 
"of Juſtice, Merey, and Faithfulncſs becom'd 'e-  @2ntrary of wh.cb is po- | 
clipsd, burye& ir darkneſs and obſcurity ? For ng age ted. And ab: 
then there could. have beer 6 Objedts of Mercy z hou of rromore's Ihe 
U4%, Miſerable, ard wretched Beings which courſe of Iruth. pi 2. o 
(like 'afftifted Vertue)- could} deſerve compaſli- | 
on, and- pity, 'For then, they could not have. fala 

into Calamity, and Miſery: What uſe would ny Faithfulneſs 

been of:? Wheh riothing was tobe performs ; becauſe there 
would be no-need of ay thing to be prothiſed? And whit a 

imaginary thing; would 'my-Juſtice have been'? When no A- 

gents were to At Voluitarily, in hopes of Reward ; not 

could deviate from an Eternal Rectitude, -and from the 
' higheſt reaſon of Atting; anUſo then, there' would haye 

been no Fear of' /Puniſhimerits, which (ro inflict) is the 
executive'partiof my Juſtice, 'and by conſequence, I my 
ſelf, ſhould have-been only left, with power: neceſſitated 
by, and impregnated with an uncodnſelbd 


| d, andundirected _. 
Goodneſs.in' the' producing , forming, and in creating: 

of Beings. And then theſe Heavens, on which you ſtand, Mundwmn fuife 
might have been -veſted' with (what moſt unjuſtly you m_ el 
complain you want!) Immutability. How unjuſt and injuri- hs ang x | 
ous would" this haye been 'to my Divinity, and Deity ? ther Ancient 
You might then have been, (what vainly, and moſt ambi- Philoſophers. 
tiouſly ye affetted to be) Worſhipped and Adored for true 

Gods, fo that my ſelf ſhould have been the moſt deſpi- 

cable and dcſpiſed,- the moſt pitiful and unpitied Deity 

in the World. But if you Wy that your Fel- 

low Angels are: now confirm'd' in Glory, with- * Fic Nature, que in tan- 
out: being inveſted with a Divinity. : Know ye, Ay Hep har ej, af 
that, That is but the due reward of my Re- þerengs times ter dui 
munerative*Juſtice, for their obedience to. the” bi: bene, i ee, Summo 
Eternal * Law'of thejr Creation, which you Dev, beatizadinem' conſe- 
(fo. highly) have prevaricated from. And this {#3 . Bis gy 
adds to the unjuſtteſs of your'complaint + For To oP Be 29% 
were not ye created inthe ſame ons, endowed | 
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er; counſelled, and direfted by the ſame Wiſdome, e- 
qual 3 in the ſame meaſures of Grace, as well as 
they ? Might not ye then (if ye had been towardly, and . 
dutiful, as they were,) been eſtabliſt*t in the moſt du- 

rable poſſeſſion of endleſs Felicity ? In an unchangeable- 

neſs, and Immutabilicy in Good neſs and Glory? And 
therefore, what berrer State (ſviting the capacity of your 
Natures,) could you have been created in, than you were ? 

if you had not faln from it by your demerits; You 

might have ben for ever Bleſt, for ever Happy.” Again, 

what could have been more agreeable to the Nature of 
Intelletual Beings, (fuch were yours) than to be created 

Free, and undetermined Agents in your Actions ; ating 
neceſſarily, or by neceſſity, taking away not only the glo- 

ry of an AQtion, - but of its reward too ? Is it not much 

more Honorable (expreflive of more perfection, ) to aft 

with. an Indifferency ,, or freedom to both; than to 

be neceſſitated (as the Flames which ' ſcorch you were,) 

to one extream ? So that your Complaint being both 
unreaſonable, and unjuſt ; your urging of it 

* 7'orgueil eft une enfles- now (at this, time) as a Plea, renders it a pe- 


We & comme ane extenſion tulant, and preſumptive; * a proud and haugh- 


Re elle Feleve jms £9 006:: For if you deſerv'd nothing, not_the 


| +, n. meaneſt perfeftionsz why are you diſſatisfied 
np Ne: with, why fo complaining of, fuch ſublime, and 

dexPafſions.Part-4. p-91. excellent ones, that were giyen-you? This in- 
© | _ Capacitates your receiving benefit from, what 

you fly to (as. your laſt, and beſt SanQuary) Compaſſion, 

- and Pity. Which is only, and molt effeltually mov?d, 

* Nec un ſede Dy Lowlineſs and Sybmiſliveneſs, not by Loftineſs 
morentur Ma- and * Stoutneſs of Spirit. Tho? the ſenſe of your Miſery 
jeflas & Amore doth (now at length prompt, nay force: yon, to _— 
cate (what yee have deſpis'd, and hated) my Divine Ma- 

_jeſty, for Compaſſion, and Mercy : yet your Sin, hath ſo 

clouded your comprehenfive underſtandi that -you 

roſsly miſtake, when you think your ſelves 


| - * "Bagg i vm 4m fir Objects thereof: For. if, through misfortune 


&@ ; £9 pn or ſome inevitable * miltake, you had falPn 
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yaw. Arift. Rber.p. 665, 1959 (what you are now ingulph'd in , and for 
bac; heh eſe 1000s- of years, have howPd under) the 
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extreameſt miſery : If that Error which clouds your -un- 
derſtandings, which hath darkned and Eclipſed the Light 
of Glory , had been a ſurpriſal. If your Sin had flow*d 
from the [nfirmity of Nature : But yours being mighty ig 
Power to have prevented it ; or, from its corruption , 
yours being uncorrupted. If there -had been a Tempter to 
_ have inveigled, to have outwitred you : Or, a Devil to 
have debauch*t you: And if you had not been endowed 
with Grace, and invelted with Power ſufficient to have 
reſiſted the one, and with Wiſdom cnough (you beipg 
under its immediate Illuminations) to. have defeated the 
Wiles, and fly Infinuations of the other. If this had been 
your caſe : So that you might have been rather deen”d 
more miſfortunate, than wretched. My Mercy ' (without 
being importun'd, beſeech'd, beggd, and ſupplicated for) 
would have been molt ready, with its yerning Bowels, 
with open Armes to have embrac'd you with everlaſting 
kindneſs, even in the midit of Miſery; but the Sin, which 
bath caugd this, did ſpring from your Parts, and Per- x | 
fettions : Andits pollutions, even. from your purity. * It « y,urs bus 
was a Sin moſt; diſhonorable to my Holy Name, in 's mute- 
prophaning ot ir, moſt deſtrutive to my Image, ſtampt bit, entequan 
on Rational Beings, (as well as on; ſuch Intellectual ones empabrny + 
as yours) in defacing of it. Moſt diſdainful. of my Deity, 17" nog a” | 
in vyeing with it; and a moſt abſolute hater thereof, in at 1; þ,c 4 ipſew 
tempting (tho? to no. purpoſe) to have —_ it of that Velantetem Ma- 
Honor and worſhip, of that Glory and Renown, which {«m- 4«g- de 
was due unto it. And all 'theſe were committed, and coy" he 
done wittingly, and willingly, moſt wilfully and moſt bod " 
.. deliberately , with mature choice; and conceiv*d delight, 
and all perſitted in with the greateſt obſtinacy, which al- 
together excludes your receiving the leaſt benefic of my 
Mercy. For its only to the humble and contrite hearts, 
to broken and bleeding Spirits, that it doth looke with 
an affetionate and compaſſionate Eye. 1/4. 66. 2. Whereas 
yours were never wounded, did never blced for that Sin, 
which caus*d your fall. Bak 

For though ye have made a Confeſſion, yet it is but a 
general one, ſuch as rather is Courtly and Complemental, 
Formal and for Faſhions fake; ſuch, as rather ſhews how 


much the beſt of Creatures may degenerate from their 
EE, 2. primitive 
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ve abuſed my Majcſty, provoked my Wrath, and moſt 
juſtly bave'enraged my Fury againſt you, than the truth 
and ſincerity of your Contrition, of your hearty ſorrowing; 
for your fin,- and the evil of your Imaginations. :_ For! 
though ye have howPd:theſe thouſands of years;under your” 
Chains z | yet; inſtance the day,, the hour, 'the moments, 
wherein you were moſt ſenſibly afflifked | for, wherein you 
did really and cordially repent of; the evil of your Pride; 
and of your haughty Preſurption.; otherwiſe, ſo many 
millions of wretched, of wicked Souls (that ſtand now on 
my left hand, miſerable Trophies of :your baneful' Con- 
ſts) had not. been hardned in thery fins, "if ye, their 
empters, had been true Penitents for yours. - So that by 
the ſtricteſt and moſt impartial Scrutiny. of my All-ſeeing 
Eye; I cannot find the:leaſt creek, the ſmalleſt crany hole, 
or place in-ygar: Plea, to admit:into it; the -lcaſt: drop. of 
Mercy, for ygur Refreſhment; orietſe theremams, of that 
eſlential Goodnefs (which ſticks to you) ſhould have-fav'd.. 
ou- My faithfulneſs tomy Mercy, and forwardnefs .to 
ve ſhewn it, ſhould have appear'd, gllloſtrious in the 
granting of it,: as my: Faithfulneſs-to my Juſtice :doch. now 
IT this Glorious Afembly). in 'Uouying: (and. 
this moſt juſtly)'to:grantitito. you, ang- in; paſſing' on. you; 
this final, dreadfal{but moſt Righteous) Sentencey/ of an 
Eternal Separation from my: mott glorious. preſence, with 
t: from me., ye Fiends:@id Devils (loader with all the' 
and: diftracting:Terrors:AndiHorrors, that 
mayuit-with'the diſchalleſt, paris/of Het!) , rio: exerlaftrng, 
burnizgs, - prepared Sor pow? aw vhe” chegitming of your: Fall, 
Sr. Matth. 25.41. Thus Holy, Juſt;/ and Glorious, ' with 
the Righteous Judge of 'all the. World appear, - and/ap- 
prove-himſcif:to be, inthe: Final; 'and  Erernal- Condems. 
nation of the fallen Augdy 'and-'of all-ungodly Wretches, 
who know not God, but if they do,” they do-not glorify: 
bim as fuch, nor obey rhe Goſpel of our 'Lord\ Fefus Chriſt, 
2 Thefſ. 1.8. But ſince the. bare Speculation of 'the. beſt of 
Beings prove often fruitleſs, and'/barren of Piety 'and 'Ho- 
ROW if ret, _ I to. influence our 
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of the Grace of God, 'whic <m 
canſiſts the Chriſtians trueſt Wiſdom, 'as Fob declares, viz, 
ro depart from evil,that is nnderfanding, Job. 29. ut, For which 
1t was, that Socrates was eſteemed , and declared to be (e- 
yaa See Devils Oracles the wiſeſt Man on the Earth. 
And ſince all Scripture was' given, was written, as. well 
for the reforming of our Hearts, as for the informing and 
enlightning of our Heads, as St. Paul aſſerts, 2 Tim. 3. 16. 
And fince this of our Apoltte, in the Text, propoſeth, for 
our lkarning, the fall'of Angels, as a fatr warning to 
vent our fatling under the ſame condemnation wirh them in 
the Judgment to come. From” whence alſo we-may learn 
theſe profitable Leſſons or Ifnſtruttions; let usattendand 
give eara little tothem. | 
1. Learn we the Inability, of the beſt of Creatures 
Self-ſuffictency, to ſeenre its ſtanding _ either in Grace, or 
Glory, without a Divine ſupport and ſupply. For Muta- 
bility being interwoven, (as it hath been declared) * in the 
Natures and Eſſences of created Beings, there is as ne- 
ceffarily required a ſupernatural Influence, divine con- 
ſe, a continued ſupply and ſupport for their perſe- 
vering both in Grace and Glory, as. well as for the ſuppor- 
ting of them in their Beings ; which muſt be ever (without 
Intermiſſion,) bubbling forth from the Eternal Spring, 
or Fountain thereof, viz. God in whom we Live, 
Move, 2nd have our Beings, Af-s. 37. 28, otherwiſe the 
Creatures might be Independent Beings in their Opera- 
fions; even whilſt they are Dependent ones for their Ex- 
iftences.”” And then yd Grace z and the 7ojfainyln, Erer- 
nal Life, could not be the =? qagiopemr 5. e, Gifts of God, 
as St. Paul aſltrts them t& be, Rom. 6, 23. Neither could 
there be a Defettibility, a falling from Grace; or, an 
Irreſiſtibility, a reſiſting of it, which the Apoltle (as 1 
take it) calls ths Quenching of the Spirit, 1 Thef. 5. 19. 
(ardus wi ot.) It not working irreſiſtibly in us 3 by 
' Conſtraint, and Force, and againſt our Wills, -(as 1t 
were) carrying us to Heaven, as is evident it did not 
in thoſe, who, after they were inlightened by it, fell 
from it, Heb. 6. 6. At leaſt (as the Apoſtle ſuppoſeth 1n 
this place of Scripture) they might{bave fallen, as is c- 
vident St. Peter atually, did, when, he deny*d his _ 5a- 
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_  viour. : And that its workings were rcſiſtible in St. 
, Paul, appears from a Meſſenger of Sarhan, (ſome ſharp 
| +5, p,. *ition,. which the Devil had Power to inflict) * was 
i wammonds ſent to Buffer him, leſt he ſhould be exalted (in his own 
i Axzct. 6d Lo-Imaginations) (for his Spiritual attainments) above mea- 
cum, ſure z which his being ſupply'd with Grace from God's 
Holy Spirit did prevent, 24y Grace 5s ſufficient for thee. 
2 Cor. 12.7, 9, v. Which Evidenceth this great Apo- 
ſtles inſufficiency, of himſelf, to ſecure his ſtanding 
(in a ſtate of Lowlineſs and of Humility,) under ſuch great 
and Gracious Excellencies, with which he was endow*d. 
But further, if there were a ſelf-ſufficiency to ſecure 
our ſtanding, either in Grace or Glory : Grace could 
not be propoſed as the means; whereby we are enabled 
to Work out our Salvation, nor Glory, as the Reward for 
ſuch Working ? For ſelf-ſufficiency would exclude that 
as uſeleſs, and this from being receiy?d as a Reward, -but 
rather to be challeng'd as a due, and deſerved by us 
which (if true) would overthrow the clear Revelations © 
God's Will; of the Method and Manner of God's dea- 
ling with us in order to Happineſs ; it would deſtroy the 
Doctrine of Gods Free-Grace, of that Grace, which not. 
only hath appear'd to Teach, but: to Enable us, to deny 
all Ungodlineſs, Ti. 2.11, 12, v. So neceſſary is a con- 
tinued and conſtant ſupply from above, to ſtrengthen our 
ſtanding in Grace here, and in Glory hereafter. By this 
It is, that the Angels which were Obedient, (who im- 
prov*d that Grace which God had b:ſtowed upon them to 
a rightend, wz, That for which it was given them) are 
confirm?d in Glory : From which the Ditobedient Spirits, 
(by perverting the Erd thereof; by deſpiſing and abuſin 
the Communications of Divine Grace, which otherwiſe 
might have been as ſufficient for them, (as it was for thoſe 
that ſtood) are fallen 3- how highly then, doth it concern 
the beſt of Chriſtians, to take ſpecial notice of the Apo- 
files caution Let him that ſtands, take beed left be falls, 
1 Cor, 10; 12. And thisthe rather in that the State,in whiTh 
we ſtand, is a State of ImperſtQion, whereas that (in 
which the Angels fe1!, ) was an abſolute and compleat one, 
and alfo that our Attainments (how high ſoever) fall ex- 
cecdingly ſhorter of thoſe, with which theſe Apoſtates Spirits 
| ; : were 
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ruptions (which they were freed from) to trip us up, and 
cunning, powerful, mighty Temptations to wreſtle agai 
us; whoſe utmolt ſtrength and kill is put forth, made 
, uſe of, toxive us the worſt, to overthrow us : add we, 
that we are too apt to fancy our Standing firm , even 
whilſt we ſtand bur on lippery places : To be as confi- 
dent on our own ſtrength, as St. Peter was 'of his, when 
with the boldneſs of the greateſt Champion, he declares 
he would dye for (tho? all the other Dilciples ſhould for- 
fake) Chriſt: O vain Confidence in human Frailty ! we 
know, he was the forwardeſt to deny him. St. Adath. 26, 
33, 69. How ſhould theſe conſiderations therefore excite 
our watchfulneſs; rouze our wearineſs; awaken our * 
fears; and quicken our diligence, to make our Calling, and 
Eleftjon ſure, as the Apoſtle exhorts. 2 St. Peter: 1. 
ro. 9. e. effectual and advantageous,to keep us fix*d, and 
unſhaken ia our profeſſion of the Faith without wavering ? 
and to be conſtant in the Praftice of the Duties off Ho- 
lineſs, and of Piety? How conſtantly daily, zealouſly, and 
earneſtly ſhould we (with Holy Dav:d) pray, that our: 
Steps may be ſd direfted by Gods _ ord and Holy 
Spirit. P/al. 119. 132. That Sin may not have dominion over 
#? That we lapſe not into ſuch a looſeneſs of Living, 
ſuch diſſoluteneſs of Life, as may highly refle&t on our 
rofeſſion as Chriſtians, as may ſo highly grieve that Ho- 
Spirit, which ſhould ſanCtifie, and cleanſe us from all: 
uncleanneſs, that it may juſtly cauſe the Holy Spirit to 
withdraw its ſuccours, by which we are only enabled to 
ſtand faſt in the Faith. And tho? it be God, that worketh 
m us to Will and to Dd or At, and this of his good Plea-- 
ſure, of his free, and undeſery*d Love, yet let not us 
therefore be ſupine and idle , negligent and flothfull in - - 
not; doing our part, whats in our Power, viz. To give all” 
eligence, to out our Satuation with fear and trembling. 
The Angels lighting the Grace given, not _— 1 
to the Glory, and'Honor of the Author and giver of it, 
(as the others did) this became the cauſe of their Fall : 
O then, how ſhould their Fall: become a fare warning to 
us, not to deſpiſewhat Grace is given us, by abuſing it 3, 
nor to boaſt, glory, in-and to be proud, (the fin An- 
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fulnets :; inch pr -WIldome. 
Rocks of Pride and Vanity, on which their everlaſting 
happineſs was ſplit - For how Refin'd and Spiritualized 
ſoever our Gifts, and Graces be its no ſafety to be proud 
thereof, to overvalue them, nay, obr doing ſo is the on- 
ly way to be depriv'd of receiving any comfort, or be- 
nefit (as theſe Apoſltate Spirits were, for bein ae; 
of theirs} by them. Since God reſiſteth the Proud, but grvet 
Grace tothe Humble : As in St. Fam. 4, 6. it's declar*d. For 
again, - | 
oY I''s not the Dignity of Nature, the priviledge 
s Of Birth, or the perfeCtions, and prerogative of parts ; 
that can excuſe the Freverting. ah and abuſing of theſe , 
by our being proud thereof, that can plead our Imtmunt- 
ties from puniſhments due therefore - No, rather theſe 
will. encreaſe our Pains and Sufferings under them. For 
the more excellent that our Nature is, and the more honu- 
"> © RE rable that our Birth, or to what we are allyed, are,the more 
Giur in f+ 4. conſpicuous will our crimes be. Degeneracy from Anceſtrial 
men babet,quax- Vertue becomes moſt 'blemiſhing ; a: ſpot in the faireſt 
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Major bebetur. Jeſt 3 and pollutions flowing from the greateſt Parts, from 


ven. the greateſt Purity , (as theſe of the Angels did) moſt 


dehling. And to be proud of our. Spiritual endowments 
and Attainments, moſt provoking of Wrath and Fury: 
Which no parts, priviledges or perfections can prevent 
the kindlings, nor the ſcorchings of. Not to mention 
Cains, and Eſaws-prerogatives of Birth ; that of Cairns 
could not diyert juſtice, from . inflicting a. ſevere. (but 
juſtly deferv'd,) puniſhment on him, for. his horrid par- 
ricide, in killing his Brother Abel. A puniſhment as hateful, 
as his Crime was hainous, for it rendred_ his very heir 
a.burden.to him; as his awakned Guilty Conſcience. de- 
Clares. Gen. 4. 13. My puniſhment is greater than I_ am able * 
t0. bear. Nor to inſiſt on-E/aw*s miſcarrying of his Bleſſing, 
for” his _prophancneſs; ; nor, to: enlarge on tbe. Miſeries 
Into which Solomon, (to whom God. had given largene 
of underſtanding)-did fall, for his. being enamaur\ 
Itrapge Faces z. < OT INP 7 | 4 
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mitting Fornieation viider every «ig Tree, by his un- 
cleanneſs rendring no * Oak Royal ; and by his becoming *?:0t:#.4 and 
a ſervile, and ſenſual worſhipper of vain Idols. Theſe fal- irefded Gods 
len Angels may be a ſufficient inſtance for all: As for /#'® Le 
preeminency of Birth; they were the firſt born of the cre- %;1,,... © 
ation : For Dignity and excellency of Nature, t hey were 
the moſt exalted amongſt the Creatures. And for per- 
fetions; no Creatures (of another Order could vye with 
them-) Yet when they deviated from the Eternal reQi- 
tude; erred from the firſt, ſelf-originated Truth ; and 
tranſgreſſed the Original Laws of their Creation : Inſtead 
of being exempted from Puniſhment, (on the account of 
their parts , and ſuper-excellencics) th.ir ſmart became 
more exaſperated; their flames more intenſe; and the dark- 
neſs more dreadful, that doth affliſt them. For fins com- 
mitted by ſuch Illuſtrious, and Eminent Beings, as they 
were, are commonly not Piccadilloes , but of the largeſt 
Size, and greateſt Magnitude. They conld not be nn- 
grateful, but it muſt be in the Superlative degree: Nor 
*Rebellious, but in the vileſt Manner : No wonder then, 
that Clemency doth not abate of the Intenſeneſs and Ex- 
uifiteneſs of the puniſhment z or, that Mercy doth not 
ew the leaſt compaſſion, or pity to theſe faln Angels. 
For the Juſtice of God, (who is 'argorwwnrxrams AF. 10, 
34. No Reſpefter of Perſons in Judgment) could not be 
awd by their greatneſs into a Servile compliance; nor 
could their honourableneſs court it into a baſe conni- 
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Igment from 1 on, and againſt them, in the judg- 
ment to come, But, '» | | 

Thirdly, Learn, what miſchief ſpiritual pride hath done 
in the world. It was the firſt plague that broke our therein, 
which immediately kill'd all thoſe it broke out on; and 
hath hazarded the Health ,, and Happineſs of all thoſe 
that have been Infeted with it: And few there are, that 
eſcape irs infeftions; for it's become almoſt connatural 
to corrupt Nature; and its darling, Self-love, the wiſe 
man tells us, that it may be found very early with vs. 
That Folly (what greater inſtance hereof, than pride ? ) 
is bound up in the Heart (whoſe very Sobbs, after a 
ſharp, but due correction, implies its ſtoutneſs, as well 
as ' ſtubbornneſs). of a Child. Indeed its of a very ſe- 
cret, and ſpreading Nature : Its very looks are taking, 
its breathings catching, yet in this, it differs from a plague : 
For thoſe (as it's commonly obſery*d that are infefted with 
this,) delight, that others be in the ſame condition with 
themſelves. But pride hates to ſee a proud Perſon, deſpi- 
ſeth to ſee its Like; not that it hates the Sin, but to © 
think that ir ſhould be rivalPd init. Now of all kinds of 
Pride; what's ſpiritual (ſuch as ſprings from our Gifts, 
Graces, and inward Endowments; ) is the vaineſt: That 
which hath been ſignalized by the ſaddeſt, and moſt re- 
markable Judgments :- Yet it hath been ſo bewitching, 
that few, even of Good and Excellent men, have eſcap'd 
the power of its Charms; to which they ſhould have 
turn'd 
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challenge as our own, viz. Pains, and Labour; 
and Induſtry: And fo have (as it were) whereof to 
boaſt, wherein to glory. But now the Gifts and Graces 
of God , our. Intelleftual and ſpiritual Arttainmen ts 
are things altogether forreign to us, not in our pow- 
er to procure, to deſerye by our beſt performances ; 
being the Gifts of God, and fo are Free. Such things 
as we receive from his boundleſs Bounty, and Libera- 
lity, why then ſhould we b:come. high-minded, for what 
we have but received, as St. Pax deſcribes the vanity of 
this Spiritual Pride, 1 Cor, 4. 7. It's certainly the pro- 
du&t of an Aery Imagination, not of a Solid Judgment, 
to ſwell with high conceits, of what altogether belongs 
to God, (originally) as his Gifts and Graces do, to be, 
come proud of what we ſhould be moſt thankful for, 
and moſt humbled under, for the free and undeſery*d 
communications of his heart and affteftions, of the choice 
and peculiar diſtributions of his Holy Spirit, to us; But 
pride perverts, and deſtroys both the ſenſe of Gratitude, 
and that of Humility within us . And often, introdu- 
ceth a forgetfulneſs of the Anthor and Giver of our beſt 
things , Spiritual and Temporal, even of God himſelf: 
For which we find it ſignalized, by notorious Judgments 
that have been- inflicted on Perſons for it. Thoſe early 
Schiſmaticks (in all ages, pride hath appeared on the 
foreheads of. ſuch, as the brazen'd parent of Schiſm and 
Hereſie, - and as it did of theirs,) I mean, Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram, that Rebellious Crew; for which they were 
moſt miſerably deſtroyed, in a moſt ſtrange, and wonder- 
ful manner,. as Moſes foretold, Number 16, 29. So it be- 
fell them, viz. The Earth opened her mouth and ſwal- 
lowed thei up all alive. v, 32. It was for Pride, that that 

at - Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar, was not only de- 
pos'd from his Throne, deveſted of his Crown and dig- 
nity, amongſt men ; but alſo that Reaſon was dethron'd 
of Rule -and Empire within him, when he was driven 
out to Herd with Beaſts, to eat Hay like an Ox (that hath 
no : ing) Dan. 4* 32. What a loathſom ſpect- 
ale did Herod become even to his Immediate admirers, 
- (whoſe ing, and falſe acclamations, r's the Yorce of a 
God, and uot of .& Man. Atts, = 22. ſwelld him beyond 
Is, y *; CO PIE 2 | - 


- # 


NW IT Cs ot es Leng . l 
IS _ Cn TE RR a ont. VEIL 

v4 14 : = 5959 W en” 

» b - _ Nat 77 

: Hug 

».E . * 4 

LI” - Mt 
4 

J ; 


" my 


- Which caus 
© Praiſes that were due to God, even then, his body bz- 
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eto ſuch a pitch, as that was, 


Himſelf, 
he Angels Fall,) in aſſuming to himſelf the 


came a crawling Sepulchre to his Soul: Worms fed and 
feaſted on his Body viſibly, when he was Seated in the 
'Hluſtriouſnels of his Majeſty, on his Throne, whiPſt more 
diſmal ones might be preying on his Soul inwardly. How 
deſpicable and deſpiſed may Pride render even the moſt 
Glorious Majeſty! And it was Pride (as hath been de- 
clar*d at large;) that caſt theſe Angels down from Hea- 
,ven to Hell. But it's not to be wondred at, that this Sin 
ſhould be branded with the - hotteſt Wrath, blackeſt 
Judgments, ſince it's a ſin moſt hateful to God and Chriſt, 


* Chriſt Evi ai mpanion of ocriſie, as On another * occaſi 
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it hath been inſiſted on more fully. Yet how eaſily doth 
it ſteal updn us, tinſinuate it ſelf unto us, becomes (at 
-laſt) our: Confident, and Familiar. Nay, excellent perſons 
have almoſt been deluded by-it z had the Honour, and 
Grace of their Humility endanger'd with it, Elſe, what 
means Zebedees Sons ambitiouſly affeRting the higheſt dig- 
nity, viz, The being plac'd , at Chriſts Right and Left 
hard in the Kingdom of Glory? St. Adarth. 20, 21. Or 
what means a Aefſenger of Sathans being ſent to buffet 
St. Paul , a Thorn im the flſb, to prick him, leſt be might 
be exalted nbove meaſure ,, through the Abundance of the 
Revelations, that were given to him, as himſelf declares, 
2 Cor. 12.7. What elſe did the language of Many pre- 
tenders in [the late times to Saintſhip-, / ſpeak, when one 
-might have heard them commonly talk at large, of the 
Liberties .and Priviledges of Chriſtians; of the Greatneſs 
of their ſpiritual attainments, of the Indwallings of the 
Spirit ; and of its extraordinary Ealightnings. Nay,of ſome 
-of the giftcd brethrens arriving-at that pitch of-Perfe- 
tion, that I have been told by ſome / of the Congrega- 
tional way. that they knew one of the Brotherhood, whoſe 
Nluminations muſt farr exceed thoſe which St. Paul re- 
ceiv*d in this Heavenly rapture 3 wherein he ;had ſuch 
ſtrong, and mighty _ Impulſes from the Holy Spi- 
rit upon this Mind. Imagination , that he was only _ 
ſenſible of- the Reality of them; but did-not diſtinctly _ 
perceive the manger. of their being aan. 0 E 
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eneracy) for which they were 
caſt into Hell: Nay, bow ſeverely (yet moſt impartially) 
did he puniſh his own, (and He) his only Son, when he 
© became Voluntarily Mans furety, a Pledge for Transgreſli- 
ons, when the Iniquities of us all were laid wpon him?” 
How did the Loads thereof fink him down tothe very Brink 
of Hell, when the Pains of it caught hold of him? How 
ſcorching were the Burnings of his Fathers Wrath againſt 
him ; wher! he, who bath the moſt enamouring, endearing 
Countenance, when he, who1s altogether Loyely, had no 
Form, no Comelineſs in him ? Howdid Heavinefs ſeize his 
Soul, ſadneſs damp his' Spirits? How did inward Grief 
and Trouble perplex his Mind 2 When, for ſin, he became 
the Man of Sorrows, acquainted with Grief, unpityed by 
any 3 as the Prophets Deſcription agrees with his Predicti- 
onof him *,) when he was Deſpiſed, we eſteemed him not, 
v. 3. Nay, when he was Stricken, and Smitten of God : 
How was he then Afﬀicted, when the whole Burden of his 
Fathers Wrath, (for the Sins of the World,) had almoſt 
ſink himintoa Deſpondency (under the ſenſe of a Spiri- 
tual  deſertion) which his Paſſion expiring, dyin 
'Words (on the Croſs) declares, MyGod, my God, why ba 
thou forſaken me ? St. Matth. 27. 46. Which, who can read 
with dry Eyes Or think of without Relenting Hearts, 
or be as unconcern'd as that Barbarous Souldier was ; whoſe 
Bloody Mercilefs Spear pierc'd his moſt Pretious Side, and 
tho? we were not Perſonally preſent at his Crucififtion, nor 
can we, (as the Devout Matrons did ;) ſe him Bleedin 
on the Croſs, and Naild to it, (which could not but mo 
Senſibly afflict their Eyes, and affet their Hearts ; their 
ſtanding (by his Croſs ) weeping declares no lefs, yet our 
fins, were as actually concern'd, as theirs were : For be was 
monnded for our Transgreſſions, 1/. 5. 3, 4. Hang*d and offer'd 
'ÞÞ as a Sacrifice to Juſtice) for the Sins of his People. Can- 
not we then be as feelingly affefted z as deeply Touched, 
'(tho we ſee him but in effigi gh wager only ) as” 
they were, when they Mourn'd, Wept, and Lamented 
for him ? Haye we laid afide that Nature, which he took, 
In which he was moſt afflictingly © (yet'even then moſt affe- 
"Qtionately) taken with-our Infirmities? Cannot —_— 
| : | 1ZE 
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thize with him in Sorrowing, for (what caus'd his Sof- 
erings) our ſins? Have we no Compaſſion left: for his 
Innocenicy, as to pity it ? Nor ſorrowful apprehenſions of 
the ſeverity, and {trictneſs of that Juſtice, (under which it 
ſuffer*d) as not to dread it ? Are our Bowels ſo harden'd, 
that we can have no Yernings for him, who was in Bitter- 
neſs of Soul for us ? Or doth our Faith and Belief - fall 
ſhort of that of Devils, that the apprehenſions of the ex- 
aCteſt Juſtice, (in not ſparing the innocent, and of the 
dreadfulneſs (to guilty Souls) of the Judgment to come, 
cannot cauſe us, (as it makes them) Quake and Tremble, 
St. Farm. 2. 19. Or, are we ſo fear'd by a cuſtom in ſinning, 
and ſaſenſeleſs of the Evil of our doings, that we cannot 
or will not apply Chriſt dying Exhortations (to the lamen- 
ting Matrons about his Croſs) ? Weep not for me, for 
my Sufferings hath ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, but weep for 
your ſelves, for your own fins, which did ſo incenlſs my 
Fathers Wrath againſt me, thatnothing but my Innocency, 
Suffering could Atone it, could appeaſe it. Ought not we 
then to bemoan our ſelves in Duit and Aſhes, to Wee 
aver to be in bitterneſs of Soul for our Iniquities ! 
or we cannot plead(as our Saviour) Innocency;nor,as theſe 
Angels did, but the Commiſſion of one proud ſinful 
Thought, to prevent our. being Everlaſtingly Miſerable; 
Alas ! we are to Reckon for thouſands of ſins, weare to ac- 
count for all our Atheiſtical, Irreligious, UnſanCtified, 
and Ungodly Thoughts ; for all the Uncleanneſs, For- 
nications, Adulteries, and Inceſt: For all the Rancour, 
Hatred, Malice, Man-Slaughter, and Murders of the 
Heart, for whatſoever Wickedneſs hath been forn'd in- it, 
proceeded from it, St. Marth. 15. 19. For all the Bla 
mies, Perjuries, Horrid Oaths, Helliſh Deſtructions, ſcur- 
. rilousR IONS» anne gs wr that have been 
belched againſt God and Goodneſs, Piety and _ 
ſer. on 
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and againſt the Harmleſs and. Innocent, the Upright. an : 
ſincere Chriſtians, by the Tongue, whea it hath | 
fire of | Hell, St: Fn. 3. 6. For we muſt reckon for every! /ale 
Word, St. Matth; 12. 36. How deep then will the Score be 
for Damniees!! ) Andalſo for all our Ungodly, . Wicked, 
en re oY) Gods 
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in not frequenting of his Holy Places, in not SanQtifying of 
his old Days,” in not Receiving of that Holy Sacrament of © 
the Body and Blood of his Dear Son, which is vertually the 
accounting of it, an Unholy - thing. And for our 
fins of Commiſſion; in doing what we ſhould not have 
done, viz. in hearing Careleily, unconcernedly, in praying 
Coldly, (nor affeftionately ;) which is the reaſon, why 
we. may Pray often, and be but ſeldome heard, for the fer- 
vent ſincere prayet of the Devout Chriſtian (St. James 
aſſures us, Fam. 5. 16.) is only prevalent and prevailing with 
God : For onr mcanly eſteeming of thoſe, who ſhonld be 
had indouble Honour for their Works ſake, viz. (Gods 
Ho'y Miniſters, Chrifts Ambaſladours) for our loading them 
with ignominious Terms, ill Names, with Characters of 
reproach and ſcorn, and for our preſuming to come. to 
the Lords Table with unwaſhen Hands (unpurifyed: from 
Hatred and Malice againit our Neighbours, againſt our 
Brethren) Hearts, and Conſciences ; for all theſe things ( O 
Chriſtian Reader !) we are ro Account at the Great and 
Terrible Day of the Lord (at the Judgment to come :)And 
it may be, that moſt of theſe have been Committed weekly, 
_ daily, nay hourly by us, with delight and pleaſure, and 
this for many years together, nay it may beeven from our 
Youths up, to this very day, they are yet Unrepented of, 
If. ſo, with what aking Hearts, perplexed Minds, bror 
ken and bleeding Spirits, may we readand hear of the Fall 
of Angels, (of the Severity, Impartiality, and Strictneſs 
of the Juſtice of Godin their Puniſhment) who, tho? they 
committed but One finful Thought, and, that being unre- 
pented of, were caſt down from Heaven to. Hell, *fo that, 
dowe think then to Eſcape for Thouſands ? If God: ſpared 
wil are os, be dergiful t0-89, ifyory (<4 ll cahey) 
are us, Ve Mer to us, if yet, (as as the Z 
we be found Impenitents, fiich as have not Repented of the ÞF 
Evil of our ? O no, final Impenitency will moſtcet- F 
tainly —_—_ ," (as wellas-it becametheir) Everlaſting }F 
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| .Gracehere, (that we may.be confirmd in Glory chereaf- 
ter by bottoming on the ſafgſt and ſureſt Gropnd, wiz. 
Humility, which is the 
' Fifth, And laſt Leſlpn tobe learnt from the Fall of | 
Angels. And,naw, Judiciqus and Ghriſtian Reader, ſins . 
the Original and firſt ſin (chat ever was committed in the 
World,) the Hainpuſnels of its Nature, the Direfulneſs 
and deſtruCtiyeneſs of it's Effects, the ſharpneG of the Pu- 
niſhment (moſt juſtly) inflitted for it, the flanour of Di- 
vine Goodnels in the permitting of it viadicated, withſome 
Prattical Infergncesdequdted from it, have been ſet befare 
thee, Gplayes to thee ; that thy Pains in -the Reading, 
and the Authors in Compoſing theſe great and Weighty 
things, may not he altogether loſt, become unprofitable to 
both, by a bare Speculation and light Conſideration of 
them; but that the Miſery .of the worſt of Beings (theſe A- 
poſtare Spirits, Fiends, and.Devils) may Minilter tothe ſe- 
curing of our ſtanding in Grace-in this Warld, to the Glory 
of God, and to our being confirm'd (with the bleſſed An- 
gels).in all goodneſs in the 'Worldto came. To render 
what hath been id, and is now preſgd, more effeCtual, let 
us liſten to what God bath ſhew'n us, what be hath directed 
us to by his Prophet, * and to what, be requires of us in 
order to. the preyenting our falling under the fame Con- 
demnatian, f with thele Wicked Spirits) wiz. To do juftly, * Mich. 6. 8 
not to aſſume to our ſelves (as thefallen Angels did) what 
of right doth HE. Þr40ng Fo ws, the rogue _ Wo 
hip, which is peculiar, due only to him alone 3 £0 
FouP Mercy either. by ſhewing Pity and Compaſſion 
to thoſe 'that need it, that are fit objefts thereof, or 
by an hearty and ſincere Appliagos far it to our ſelves; 
that ont of a dye :ſenſe of .the Neceflity, of our | 
firly qualified for the obtaiwing, and for the receiv ing-of 
it, we may walk humbly with our God, Humility being 
'the only Antidote to, Pride and Haughtineſs of Spirit, 
- it cures what the qther would kill, procures to ws what 
Pride baniſheth fram. us, Grace and Goodneſs ; for Humili- 
ty makes us ſet a true eſtimate and value og what we 
receive, becom*s thagkfpl.for good-things, | us for 
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-&y and ſatisfaftion, in'what we enjoy, as the beſt, and 

to learn (as St. Paz! teatheths, Phil 4. 11.) Theremith to 
be content. For which, it becomes the Beauty, as well as 
"Grace of . Souls. That , with which God the Father 
becomes affefted : To this man will 1 lock, (with a 
peculiar favourable Aſpett and Reſpet) viz. to rhe 
bumble and contrite one, Iſa. 66. 2. That, with which 
God the Son is delighted, and becomes the comlineſs 
thereof, and (as he deſcribes himſelf to'be) the Glory 
-of it; 1 am the Roſe of Sharon', the Lilly of the Valleys. 
s. e. of Humble Souls: Cant:c, 2. 1. And no wonder that 
both theſe bleſſed Perſons, ſhould be ſo enamour®d with it, 

| fince it's the ſingular Gift, and. peculiar Grace of the 
Third perſon of the ever bleſſed Trinity in Unity, viz. 
of. the holy Spirit 5 Humility being:thar garment, with 
which the Holy Ghoſt adorneth thoſe it Sanctifieth, with 
which it covereth, what might otherwiſe expoſe their 
ſhame and nakednefs, Spiritual pride. And therefore our 
Apoſtle exhorteth all Chriſtians to be clothed with it , 
' 1, St. Pet. 5.5. In-ſhort, Humility layeth the: deepeſt and 
loweſt, the firmeſt and ſolideſt Foundation, bottoming on 
Chriſt, who was moſt Exemplary for it, who invites and 
calls on all true Worſhippers of him to db ſo, with, Learr 
of me, to build up your Heavenly Structure, for 1 am meek, 
and lowly. St. Math. 11, 29. So that we need not Fear the 
falling down of what we build thereen. On it we may 
.ereCt a Fabrick, which will out-top that of the - Babylons- 
«12(without being confounded in our building) even what 

- will reach to the higheſt Heavens. A ſtrafture, or buil- 
- ding that will out-Fame the Pyramids in Egypt, and 
-prove more gyms 3 than the moſt durable braſs. For 
þ Humility, we ſhall not onlybe had in Remembrance., 
.and become renowned amongſt men on Earth, but far be- 
yond it, even. with God, who will exalt lowly, and. 
debaſed Souls to an everlaſting enjoyment ” of himſelf, 
Theſe puor in Spirit , being thoſe, to whom only is pray 
mis*d, * what moſt certainly-ſhall be perform *d, made good 
ſeſſed of, 
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| viz. The Kingdom of: Heaven, and of Glory. Therefore (Q 
Bleſſed humwlity* Pho? thy Foundation is laid in the dee- 
. peſt, and darkeſt: ſhades within-us, which no Eye, but 
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_ an All-ſeeing one can ſee and diſcern : Yet theſe ſhall break I 


forth into bright glimpſes of heavenlyLight,diſplaysofGlo- 
ry : Tho? thy lowlineſs ſuites and correſponds to that of the 
Origin of our Bodies, the Earth, which renders us mean: 
to our ſelves ; but baſe-and vile to the Proud and haugh- 
ty : Yet its the only Favourite of Heaven, and in greateſt 
repute with the moſt High. Tho? Poverty of Spirit 
may lay us open as deſpicable, and ridiculous to and a- 
monegſt the fons and daughters of men, yet it will repre- 
ſent us equally valuable, and honorable to and amongſt 
the beſt of the Sons of God, (in an ever bleſſed Eternt- 
ty) when we appear arrayed with it: O! who then would 
not affett thy Garb, thy Mode, and Dreſs ! who would 
not impatiently long to wear it! Tho? thy Garment be 
not of the Silk. worms ſpinning , (ſuch as the Great, and 
Rich do wear, as common badges of their pride, and of 
their plenty) but ſuch as is eſteemed courſe, becauſe but 
Home-ſpun within qur ſelves; yet it beſt ſuits the 
mzaneſt of our Births, as earthly ; the borrowed Effica- 
cy of the Holy Spiric in our Regeneracy ; and our Glo- 
rious Reception, into an ever-bleſied Immortality. Thy De- 
baſements here,being the only Advances tothe moſt glorious 
exaltations hereafter. From which, theſe Apoſtate Spirits, 
who were High and Mighty in their own Conceits, Proud 
and Lofty in their own Imaginations, were caſt down into- 
Hell, where they are reſerv*d under chains of Darkneſs 
unto Judgment. From being ſeiz?d with the Terrors and 
Horrors of the one, and from being Caſt and Con- 
dem®d in the other, God, in and through his Infinite 
mercy, grant us Grace to walk lowly, and humbly with 
our God To the Glory of the ever Bleſſed (Trinity in 
Unity) Three Perſons, but one God both now , and for- 
eycr, world without end, Amer, 
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